
Act No. 41, 1912. 

An Act to consolidate enactments relating to 
Parliamentary electorates and elections. 
[26flfc November, 1912.] 

BE it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and Legislative 

Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:—• 

PART I. 

SHORT TITLE AND INTERPRETATION. 

1 . This Act may be cited as the " Parliamentary Electorates 
and Elections Act, 1912," and is divided into the following Par ts :— 

PART I.—SHORT TITLE AND INTERPRETATION—ss. 1-3. 

PART II .—NUMBER OP MEMBERS AND OF ELECTORATES—DISTRIBU­
TION OF ELECTORATES—ss. 4-19. 

P A R T 



P A R T I I I . — Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S OF ELECTOES— s s . 2 0 , 2 1 . 

P A E T I V . — M A K I N G or LISTS AND R O L L S — S S . 22 -G7 . 

Appointment of officers—s. 22. 
Collection of lists—ss. 2 3 - 2 6 . 

Additions to list by registrar—s. 2 7 . 
Exhibition of list—s. 2 8 . 
Revision of list—ss. 2 9 - 3 5 . 
The roll—ss. 3 6 , 3 7 . 
Supplemental rolls, revision courts before general election— 

ss. 3 8 - 4 4 . 

Printing of rolls, new rolls—ss. 4 5 , 4 6 . 
Additions and transfers to rolls—ss. 4 7 - 5 2 . 
Formal alterations—ss. 5 3 - 5 5 . 
Alterations, when and how made—ss. 5 6 , 5 7 . 
Lists of deaths and of persons in gaol, dr.—ss. 5 8 , 5 9 . 
Removal of names from rolls—ss. 6 0 - 6 6 . 

Appeals—s. 6 7 . 

P A R T V . — W R I T S , NOMINATIONS, CONDUCT OP ELECTIONS—ss . 6 8 -
1 5 4 . 

Writs—ss. 6 8 - 7 4 . 
Returning Officers—ss. 7 5 - 7 8 . 
Nominations—s. 7 9 . 
When poll to be taken—ss. 8 0 , 8 1 . 
Ballot papers—ss. 8 2 , 8 3 . 
Polling-places, poll clerks, &c—ss. 8 4 - 9 1 . 
General provisions for regulation of voting—ss. 9 2 - 1 1 4 . 
Absent voters—ss. 1 1 5 - 1 2 0 . 
Proceedings after close of poll—ss. 1 2 1 - 1 2 9 . 
Adjournment of poll—ss. 1 3 0 - 1 3 2 . 

General provisions—ss. 1 3 3 - 1 3 6 . 
Second ballot—ss. 1 3 7 - 1 4 6 . 
Bribery, treating, intimidation—ss. 1 4 7 - 1 5 1 . 

P A R T V I . — C O M M I T T E E OF ELECTIONS AND Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S -
ELECTION P E T I T I O N S — s s . 1 5 5 - 1 7 5 . 

Committee of Elections and Qualifications—ss. 1 5 5 - 1 6 2 . 
Election petitions—ss. 1 6 3 - 1 7 5 . 

P A R T V I I . — M I S C E L L A N E O U S PROVISIONS, PENALTIES , &C.—ss . 1 7 6 -
1 8 6 . 

P A R T V I I I . — A M E N D M E N T S OF CONSTITUTION A C T , 1 9 0 2 — s s . 1 8 7 -
1 8 8 . 2 . 

2 c 



2 . (1) The Acts men t ioned in Schedule One to this Ac t , to 
t h e ex ten t there in expressed, are hereby repealed. 

( 2 ) All r eg i s t r a r s and other persons appointed to any office 
under the Acts hereby repealed, and in office a t the pass ing of this Act, 
shall continue in office under this Act, and shall have the same liabilities, 
r ights , powers , and duties in all respects as if this Act had been in force 
a t the date of their respective appointments and they had been appointed 
hereunder . 

( 3 ) All lists, rolls, regulat ions, notices, proceedings, and all 
o ther m a t t e r s and things duly granted , made, commenced, or done under 
the Acts hereby repealed and in force, current , operat ive, or pending at 
the pass ing of this Act shall be of the same force or effect in all respects 
as if this Act had been in force when they were so granted , made, com­
menced, or done, and they h a d been respectively gran ted , made, com­
menced, or done hereunder . 

3 . I n the construction of this Act the following expressions 
within inver ted commas shall bear the respective meanings hereby 
assigned to them, unless the context or subject-matter otherwise 
indicates or requires , namely :— 

" Assembly " means the Legislat ive Assembly of New South 
Wales . 

" Author i sed agent " includes any person holding the wr i t t en 
au thor i ty of any candidate to act on his behalf for the election 
then pending. 

" By-election " means any election held for the r e t u r n of a 
member p u r s u a n t to any wr i t not issued in respect of a general 
election. 

" Elect ion " means an election of any member or members of the 
Assembly. 

" Electora l dis t r ic t " or " dis t r ic t " means a dis t r ic t for the 
election of a member to serve in the Assembly. 

" Enrol led " means named on the electoral roll in force and 
applicable for the t ime being. 

" General election " means an election held for the r e t u r n of 
members p u r s u a n t to wr i t s issued by the Governor upon the 
dissolution or expiry of the Assembly. 

" Lis t " means a list of electors compiled, but not revised or 
perfected. 

" M a r k s m a n " means a person unable from any cause to wri te his 
name. 

" Member " means member of the Assembly. 
" Minis ter " means Colonial Secre tary . 
" Na tu ra l -born subject " means a person born in H i s Majes ty ' s 

dominions, a s well as the son or daugh te r of a fa ther or mother 
so born. ' ' Natura l i sed 



Natura l i sed subject " means a person made or hereaf te r to be 
made a denizen, or who has been, or shall hereaf ter be, 
na tura l i sed in New South Wales , in accordance with the 
denization or na tura l i sa t ion laws in force for the t ime be ing; 
but subject to the provisions of the Chinese Restr ic t ion and 
Regulat ion Act of 1888, or any Act amending or consolidating 
the same. 

" Prescr ibed " means prescr ibed by this Act, or by any Schedule 
thereto , or by any regulat ion made thereunder . 

" Procla imed " means published by proclamat ion. 
" Proc lamat ion " means proclamat ion by the Governor in the 

Gazette. 
" Reg i s t r a r " means r eg i s t r a r of the distr ict . 
" Re tu rn ing officer " includes any person lawfully author ised to 

act for a r e tu rn ing officer, or in his place. 
" Roll " means a roll of electors enti t led to vote at elections under 

this Act. 
" Speaker " means the Speaker of the Assembly. 

P A R T I I . 
NUMBERS OF MEMBERS AND OF ELECTORATES—DISTRIBUTION OF 

ELECTORATES. 

4. I n every Pa r l i amen t the number of members of the 
Assembly shall be ninety, each member represen t ing an electoral 
distr ict . 

5. New South Wales shall, from time to t ime be d is t r ibuted into 
ninety electoral dis t r ic ts . 

6 . (1) W h e n any dis t r ibut ion of electoral dis t r ic ts becomes 
necessary under the provis ions of this Act, the Governor shall, by 
commission under the Great Seal, appoint th ree persons , each of whom 
shall be qualified as an elector in and for some electoral dis tr ict of 
New South Wales , according to the law in force at the time of 
appointment , to be commissioners for the purposes of this P a r t , and 
to be called " the Electoral Dis t r ic ts Commiss ioners . " 

(2) The persons so to be appointed shall be chosen by the 
Governor from persons then holding some office in the Public Service 
of New South Wales . 

(3) The names of the persons so appointed shall be pub­
lished in the Gazette. 

7. (1) The office of a commissioner shall be tenable for the 
per iod named in such commission, and, if necessary, for such extended 
period, to be named in a fur ther commission, as the Governor may deem 
p rope r for the completion of the dis t r ibut ion in respect whereof such 
first-mentioned commission has been issued. (2) 



( 2 ) The office of a commissioner shall be vacated if for any 
cause he ceases to hold office in the said Public Service. 

8 . The commissioners shall appoint one of themselves to be 
their cha i rman as occasion may require . 

9 The commissioners may, subject to the provisions of this 
Act, make rules for the conduct of their proceedings, but no such rule 
shall have any force until the same has been approved by the Governor. 

1 0 . A t all meet ings of the commissioners two shall form a 
quorum, and in the event of an equali ty of votes the cha i rman shall have 
a cast ing vote in addi t ion to his original vote. 

1 1 . (1) No person who has been adjudged bankrup t or insolvent 
under the laws in force in New South Wales re la t ing to bankruptcy or 
insolvency and who has not obtained a certificate of discharge or release 
of his es ta te under the said bankruptcy or insolvency, or who has been 
convicted of felony or misdemeanour , shall be appointed a commissioner 
under this Act. 

( 2 ) If any commissioner becomes bankrup t under any such 
laws, or assigns his es ta te for the benefit of his creditors , or is convicted 
of felony or misdemeanour, he shall thereby vacate his office. 

1 2 . If any commissioner dies or becomes permanent ly incapable 
from illness of per forming his duties, or resigns his office, or vacates 
his office by reason of any of the causes in the ninth section of this Act 
mentioned, the Governor shall by commission under the Great Seal 
appoint a person eligible under the four th section of this Act as 
commissioner in his stead. 

1 3 . (1) I t shall be the duty of the commissioners, and they a re 
by hereby directed, to d is t r ibute New South Wales into electoral d is t r ic ts 

for the purposes of this Act, within three months af ter the resul ts of 
every census of the populat ion of New South Wales has been 
ascer ta ined and repor ted to the Colonial Secretary, which the Govern­
ment Sta t is t ic ian is hereby required to do as ear ly as possible af ter 
such census has been taken. 

( 2 ) Such dis t r ibut ion shall take effect when approved by 
resolution of the Assembly with or wi thout amendment , and upon 
proclamat ion of the names and boundar ies of the electoral dis t r ic ts in 
the Gazette. 

( 3 ) In addi t ion to the dis t r ibut ions herein prescr ibed 
commissioners appointed under this Act may at any t ime in the four th 
or fifth yea r af ter the taking of any census, if the electoral roll then in 
force in any electoral dis t r ic t shows an increase of or reduct ion in the 
prescr ibed quota of not less t han twenty-five per centum, exercise for 
any p a r t of New South Wales affected by such increase or reduction, 
including such electoral distr ict , the like powers accompanied by the 
like duties as are conferred on them on the taking of every census. 

1 4 . 



1 4 . The prescribed notice of any proposed al terat ion of at 
electoral dis tr ict shall be given by the commissioners in the Gazette, 
and in some newspaper published or circulat ing in such district , and 
objections in wr i t ing may be lodged with the commissioners against 
such proposed al terat ion, to which objections the commissioners shall 
give due considerat ion before coming to a final determinat ion. 

1 5 . (1) The commissioners shall r epor t to the Governor the 
names and boundar ies of the electoral dis t r ic ts determined by them 
under any provision of this P a r t . 

(2) A copy of every such repor t , together with a duly 
authent icated m a p of each electoral dis tr ict defined in such repor t , shall 
be presented by the Governor to the Assembly within seven days from 
the receipt thereof, if in session, and, if not, then within seven days 
after the commencement of the then next ensuing session. 

1 6 . The electoral d is t r ic ts exist ing a t the pass ing of this Act. 
with thei r respect ive names and boundaries , shall be the electoral 
dis t r ic ts of New South Wales for the purposes of all elections until the 
publication of the next proclamat ion of the names and boundar ies of 
electoral d is t r ic ts under this Act takes effect. 

1 7 . (1) The Colonial Secre ta ry shall forthwith, after each such 
proclamation, cause to be deposited in the office of the Clerk of the 
Assembly a proper ly authent icated map of every electoral dis tr ict 
named and described in such proclamation. 

(2) E v e r y dis t r ibut ion shall be made on the following-
basis, and be subject to the provisions hereinaf ter expressed, tha t is to 
say,— 

(a) the total number of members to be elected to serve in the 
Assembly shall be n ine ty ; 

(I) New South Wales shall be dis t r ibuted into ninety electoral dis­
tr icts , each to be represented by one member only, and every 
such distr ict shall have such an a rea that , at the t ime of making 
such distr ibution, the number of persons enrolled therein shall, 
subject to the marg in of allowance hereinaf ter contained, reach 
the prescr ibed quo ta ; 

(c) in making any such dis t r ibut ion due considerat ion shall be 
given to the then exist ing boundar ies of electoral dis tr ic ts , to 
community or divers i ty of interest , lines of communication, 
and physical f ea tu res ; 

(d) in making any such distr ibution, the divisor shall, for the 
purpose of ascer ta in ing the quota of electors, be ninety, with 
a ma rg in of allowance not exceeding one thousand two hun­
d r e d ; and no reasons for the addit ion to or deduction from the 
quota of any such marg in of allowance need be given or 
appended to any repor t by any commissioners making such 
distr ibution. 

1 8 . 



18. (1) All electoral d is t r ic ts existing, and all electoral rolls in 
force, a t the t ime of any redis t r ibut ion of electoral dis t r ic ts under this 
Act shall continue, and remain in force, respectively, unt i l the dissolu­
tion or expira t ion of the Pa r l i amen t exist ing at the t ime when such 
redis t r ibut ion is made. 

(2) If the boundar ies of any electoral dis tr ict become 
a l tered by v i r tue of any proclamat ion issued under the au thor i ty of 
the Sea t of Government Acceptance Act, 1909, the provis ions of this Act 
shall apply as fully in respect of the reduced a rea as to the original 
electoral dis t r ic t before the a l tera t ion of such boundar ies . 

1 9. The provisions of the Royal Commissioners Evidence Act, 
1901, shall apply to Elec tora l Dis t r ic ts Commissioners making any such 
distr ibut ion, and such commissioners may accordingly take evidence as 
to the m a t t e r s en t rus ted to them. 

P A R T I I I . 

QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTORS. 

2 0 . (1) Subject to the provis ions of this Act, every person, 
being a na tura l -born subject, who has resided or had his pr incipal place 
of abode within the Commonwealth of Aus t ra l i a for a continuous period 
of six months, and who has resided or had his pr incipal place of abode 
in New South Wales for a continuous period of three months , and every 
person being a na tura l i sed subject who has resided or had h i s pr incipal 
p lace of abode within the Commonwealth of Aus t ra l ia for a continuous 
period of six months , and who has resided for three months within New 
South Wales , both such per iods being af ter natura l isa t ion, and who has 
resided or had his principal. place of abode in the electoral dis t r ic t for a 
continuous period of one month immediately p r io r to the clay on which 
he makes applicat ion for the purpose of giving effect to the franchise 
to which he is lawfully entitled, shall, if not disqualified or incapaci ta ted 
unde r this or any other Act, be qualified as an elector under this Act. 

(2) E v e r y person so qualified, being of the full age of 
twenty-one years , absolutely free, and not disqualified by this or any 
other Act, who resides in a distr ict shall, subject to the provis ions of 
this Act, be enti t led to have his name inser ted and re ta ined on a list 
and roll for such distr ict , 

( 3 ) Al though qualified as hereinbefore in this section pro­
vided, any person who, at the t ime of the holding of any election, for 
his dis t r ic t— 

(a) is of unsound m i n d ; or 
(b) is in the receipt of-aid from any public char i table inst i tut ion, 

except as a pa t ien t under t r ea tmen t for accident or disease a t 
a hosp i t a l ; or (c) 



(c) is in pr i son under any conviction; or 
(d) has been convicted of any crime or offence wherever com­

mitted, for which, if the same had been committed in New 
South Wales , he might have been lawfully sentenced to dea th 
or penal servi tude, and has not received a free pa rdon there­
for, or served the sentence passed on h im; or 

(e) dur ing six months preceding the holding of any election has 
been imprisoned without the option of a fine for an aggrega te 
period of three m o n t h s ; or 

(f) within one yea r p r io r to the holding of any election has been 
convicted of br ibery, int imidat ion, impersonat ion, or any 
similar offence a t any election; or 

(g) dur ing one yea r p r io r to the holding of any election has been 
convicted of being an habi tual d runkard , an idle and dis­
order ly person, or incorrigible rogue or a rogue and vaga­
bond; or 

(h) has against him an unsatisfied order of any court for the 
maintenance of his wife or children (whether legi t imate or 
i l leg i t imate) ; or 

(i) has been convicted of having committed an aggrava ted assaul t 
upon his wife within one y e a r ; 

shall be incapable of voting. 
2 1 . ( 1 ) Notwi ths tanding anyth ing hereinbefore contained, no 

person shall be entit led to vote unless he— 
(a) is enrolled for the distr ict for which he claims to vo te ; 
(b) re ta ins the qualification and fulfils the conditions and require­

ments in respect of vot ing herein prescribed. 
(2) Any person tender ing his vote under this Act, if still 

res ident in a distr ict , shall be entit led to vote for such dis t r ic t notwith­
s tanding tha t he has changed his place of residence to another in the 
same district , and the t e rm " qualification " in this section shall be 
held to mean residence in the distr ict . 

(3) An elector who has changed his residence from the 
distr ict for which he is enrolled to another dis t r ic t shall not on tha t 
account be debar red from voting at an election for the distr ict for 
which he is enrolled, unti l a per iod of one month has elapsed from such 
change of res idence: 

P rov ided tha t in any case where the issue of a wr i t for an elec­
tion prevents an elector get t ing his name placed on the roll in the new 
electorate, his r ight to record his vote in the old electorate shall hold 
good until af ter such election. 

PART 



P A R T IV. 

MAKING OF LISTS AND POLLS. 

Appointment of officers. 

2 2 . ( 1 ) The Minis ter shall appoint an electoral r eg i s t r a r for 
each distr ict , depu ty- reg i s t ra r s to keep the p a r t s of the roll for specified 
polling-places, and such ass is tant r eg i s t r a r s and other officers as may 
be necessary. 

(2) The r eg i s t r a r shall keep the p a r t s of the roll for the 
respective polling-places for his dis tr ict for which no deputy- reg i s t ra r s 
have been appointed. 

(3) An ass is tan t r e g i s t r a r shall have the powers of the 
reg i s t r a r . 

Collection of lists. 

2 3 . (1) l i s t s in the form prescr ibed of the names of the per­
sons who appea r to be enti t led to be enrolled for the respective dis t r ic ts 
shall every year be p repa red by members of the police force author ised 
by the Inspector-General of Police. Any such list shall be divided 
according to polling-places. 

Each such member of the police force shall, before commencing 
to p r e p a r e such list, make the prescr ibed declarat ion. 

(2) A copy of each p a r t of a list re la t ing to a polling-place 
shall be forwarded by the member of the police force who has p r epa red 
the same to the r eg i s t r a r or deputy- reg is t ra r who is to keep the p a r t of 
the roll for such polling-place. 

2 4 . F o r facil i tat ing the making of any such list, any such mem­
ber of the police force may request any person in charge, or appear ing 
to be in charge, of any dwelling-house, and who has been supplied with 
the prescr ibed form, to fill up the same or cause it to be filled up wi th 
the name, nat ional i ty , and the prescr ibed pa r t i cu la r s of and concerning 
each person of or above the age of twenty-one yea r s l iving in such 
house, so fa r as he has knowledge or means of knowledge. 

2 5 . F o r the purpose of p r e p a r i n g any list for a distr ict a 
member of the police force may leave with the occupier of any dwelling-
house a schedule in the prescr ibed form. 

Any such occupier with whom any such schedule is left shall, to 
the best of his knowledge and belief, fill in the said schedule with the 
names and the prescr ibed par t i cu la r s of all persons of or above the age 
of twenty-one yea r s who a re living in such dwelling-house, and shall sign 
his name there to and deliver such schedule so filled in to the member of 
the police force who is p r e p a r i n g the list. 

If any such occupier fails, without reasonable cause, to so fill in 
such schedule, as above directed, or to sign such schedule and deliver the 

same 



same to the member of the police force when demanded, or if lie wilfully 
makes any false en t ry in such schedule, he shall be liable to a penal ty 
not exceeding twenty pounds. 

Where a dwelling-house is let, sublet, or held in different apa r t ­
ments , and occupied by different persons or families, each p a r t so let, 
sublet, or held, and used for the purpose of human habi ta t ion shall be 
deemed a dwelling-house. 

F o r the purpose of p repa r ing such list, any member of the police 
force may require the owner or manager or person apparen t ly in charge 
of any station, farm, or other p roper ty , to give him information to the 
best of his knowledge and belief as to the names of all persons of or above 
(he age of twenty-one years who are employed by the owner of the 
station, farm, or p roper ty , together with the names of any contractor 
upon the said station, farm, or p roper ty who has men in his employ­
ment. 

If such owner, manager , or person, on being so required as afore­
said, refuses or fails without reasonable cause to give such information, 
or wilfully gives any information which is false or incomplete in any 
mater ia l par t icular , he shall be liable to a penally not exceeding twenty 
pounds. 

In this section " dwelling-house " includes any building, tent, or 
tenement of which the whole or any p a r t is used for the purpose of 
human habitation, and also any ship or other vessel in any port or 
harbour used as a dwelling. 

26. Any member of the police force taking down names for the 
purpose of p r e p a r i n g a list or p a r t of a list for a district , and any 
reg i s t r a r taking down names for the purpose of p r epa r ing any such 
list shall be supplied with a book containing the prescribed form of 
acknowledgment with a but t a t tached thereto, and shall, on taking down 
the name of any person, deliver to such person such acknowledgment 
duly filled in, and shall enter a note thereof on the corresponding b u t t : 

Provided that , where a schedule has been filled in as provided in 
the last preceding section, the acknowledgments re la t ing to the persons 
mentioned in such schedule shall be forwarded by the police to the said 
persons . 

Additions to list by registrar. 

27. (1) The r eg i s t r a r may, p r io r to the p r in t ing of copies for 
exhibition, place on the list for the dis t r ic t the names of any persons 
qualified to have their names placed on the roll for the distr ict , and 
may str ike off such list the names of deceased persons . 

(2) On a claim being made pr io r to the p r in t ing of the list 
by any person showing tha t he is enti t led to have his name placed on 
the roll for any district , the reg i s t ra r shall place his name on the list 
for the district . 

Exhibition 



Exhibition of list. 

28. Copies of (the list for a distr ict shall be exhibited a t all 
police s ta t ions and post offices, and a t such other places within the 
distr ict as the Chief Electora l Officer directs , and shall remain so 
exhibited for t h i r ty days . 

Revision of list. 

29. Any s t ipendiary or police mag i s t r a t e shall consti tute a 
revision court. Such court shall sit in open court at a place of pe t ty 
sessions and shall have the powers and dut ies conferred and imposed 
by th is Act. The clerk of pe t ty sessions a t such place shall be the 
revision clerk. 

30. (1) A revision court may adjourn from t ime to t ime, and 
if one hour after the t ime appointed for the holding of the court the 
mag i s t r a t e be not present , the revision clerk m a y from time to t ime 
ad journ such court to another hour or d a y : 

P rov ided tha t no such court shall be adjourned for more than 
three days a t a t ime, unti l the revision of the l ists then before i t be 
completed. 

( 2 ) The expenses incur red by such mag i s t r a t e s in the dis­
charge of thei r duties under this Act shall be defrayed out of moneys 
to be provided by Pa r l i amen t . 

(3) The revision court shall have the power to hear , 
receive, and examine evidence, and by summons under the hand of the 
revision clerk to require all such persons as it thinks fit to a p p e a r per­
sonally before it, a t a t ime and place to be named in such summons, and 
to produce to the court all such books and p a p e r s in thei r possession or 
under thei r control, as may a p p e a r necessary. Any person so requi red 
who, wi thout sufficient excuse, neglects or refuses to comply with such 
summons, or, having appea red before the said court, refuses without 
such excuse to be examined on oath or to take such oath, or, having 
taken such oath, to answer the questions pu t to him, may bo deal t wi th 
as a person refusing or neglecting to appea r or to give evidence before 
a court of pe t ty sessions. 

31. A revision court shall sit as soon as conveniently may be 
af ter the expira t ion of the th i r ty days dur ing which the list for a dis­
t r ic t has been exhibited, on a day and a t a place to be proclaimed, and 
shall revise such list. 

32. A revision court, in revis ing the list for a distr ict , shall 
s tr ike out the name of any person shown— 

(a) to be dead ; 
(b) not to be qualified to have his name placed on the rol l ; 
(c) to be disqualified; 
(d) not to reside or have Ids pr incipal place of abode in the 

d i s t r i c t ; and 



and shall add to the list the names of all persons shown to be qualified 
to have the i r names placed on the roll, and general ly by correct ing 
mis takes and supplying omissions. 

33. The r e g i s t r a r shall give at least twenty-one d a y s ' public 
notice, by adver t i sement in some newspaper or newspapers circulat ing 
in the distr ict , of the t imes and places fixed for the s i t t ings of the 
revision court, and of the p a r t of the list for specified polling-places to 
be revised a t the respective si t t ings of the court. 

34. (1) Any person may, by wri t ing, in duplicate, object to 
any name being placed on the roll for a distr ict on any of the following 
g r o u n d s : — 

(a) tha t the person named is not qualified to have his name placed 
on the ro i l ; 

(b) tha t the person named does not reside or have his pr inc ipa l 
place of abode in the distr ict . 

(2) E v e r y such objection mus t be lodged with the r eg i s t r a r 
a t least fourteen days before the da te fixed for the si t t ing of the revision 
court, and the duplicate copy of such objection shall for thwith be sent 
to the person whose name has been objected to. 

(3) The r e g i s t r a r shall, a t least seven days before the 
s i t t ing of the court, exhibit at all police s ta t ions and post offices, and at 
such other places wi thin the dis t r ic t as the Chief Electoral Officer 
directs , a list in the form of Schedule Two of all objections to be deal t 
wi th by the court at i ts next si t t ing, and serve personal ly or by post on 
the person objected to notice of the objection. 

35. ( 1 ) The objector and the person whose name is objected 
to may appea r before the revision court, and shall be heard . If the 
objector or his agent do not appear , the objection shall be deemed to 
be invalid. 

( 2 ) If any objection is not established, the court may 
a w a r d to the person whose name is objected to a reasonable sum, not 
exceeding five pounds, for costs, and such person may recover the sum 
so awarded in any court of competent jur isdict ion as a debt due to him 
by the objector. 

The roll. 
3 6 . (1) When the revision of the list for a distr ict is com-' 

pleted, the revised list shall be the roll for the distr ict . 
(2) The rolls may be in the form of Schedule Three, or in 

the prescr ibed form, and shall describe the surname, chr is t ian name, 
sex, place of residence, and occupation of each elector, and shall contain 
such other pa r t i cu la r s as are prescribed. 

37. Each p a r t of a roll re la t ing to a polling-place shall be kept 
separately , and the surname of the electors on each such p a r t of the 1 

roll shall be a r r anged in alphabetical order , according to the first le t ter ' 
of each name, 

Supplemental 



Supplemental rolls—Revision courts before general election. 

3 8 . Supplementa l rolls, set t ing out addi t ions since the las t 
• p r in t , shall also be kept, and, wherever pract icable, p r in ted immediately 

previous to a general election, and a t such other t imes as the Minis ter 
directs . 

A supplemental roll shall be deemed to be p a r t of the roll for 
the distr ict to which it re lates . 

3 9 . A revision court, consisting of any s t ipendiary or police 
magis t ra te , shall, before every general election, be held in each distr ict 
to revise the supplemental rolls for such distr ict on a day and a t a 
place to be proclaimed not sooner than twelve days nor la te r t han 
eighteen days af ter the issue of the wri ts . 

4 0 . The r eg i s t r a r and such deputy- reg i s t ra r s as there may be 
within each distr ict shall, as soon as pract icable af ter the day of the 
issue of the wri ts , exhibit a t thei r respective offices, and a t such other 
places within the dis t r ic t as the Chief Electora l Officer directs , the said 
supplemental rolls for the polling-places of which they have charge. 

4 1 . (1) Any person may, by wr i t ing in duplicate, object to 
any name on the supplemental roll on any of the following g rounds :— 

(a) T h a t the person named is not qualified to have his name on 
the roll. 

(b) Tha t the person named does not reside or have his pr incipal 
place of abode in the distr ict . 

( 2 ) E v e r y such objection must be lodged with the r eg i s t r a r 
or deputy- regis t ra r , on whose roll the name objected to appears , within 
seven days before the holding of the revision court, and the duplicate 
copy of such objection shall for thwith be sent by such r eg i s t r a r or 
deputy- reg i s t ra r to the person whose name has been objected to. 

(3) Such r eg i s t r a r and depu ty- reg i s t ra r shall, as ear ly as 
possible, and a t least th ree days before the s i t t ing of the revision court, 
exhibit a t thei r respective offices, and a t such other places within the 
dis t r ic t as the Chief Electora l Officer directs , a list of the names of all 
persons agains t whom objections have been so lodged. 

4 2 . The revision court shall s tr ike out or refuse to enrol the 
name of any person shown— 

(a) to be d e a d ; 
(b) not to be qualified to have his name placed on the ro l l ; 
(c) to be disqualified; 
(d) not to reside or to have his pr incipal place of abode in the 

d is t r ic t ; 
and shall correct mis takes and supply omissions. 

43. (1) The objector and the person whose name is objected to 
may appea r before the revision court and be heard . If the objector or 
his agent does not appea r the objection shall be deemed to be invalid. 

( 2 ) 



( 2 ) If any objection is not established the court may award 
to the person whose name is objected to a reasonable sum, not exceeding 
five pounds, for costs, and such person may recover the sum so awarded 
in any court of competent jur isdict ion as a debt due to him by the 
objector : Prov ided that , where the objector is the reg i s t ra r , deputy or 
ass i s tan t reg is t ra r , or any officer of police, this subsection shall not 
apply. 

4 4 . The r eg i s t r a r and deputy- reg i s t ra r shall forward to the 
revision court, p r ior to the day proclaimed for the holding of such court, 
all documents in their possession re la t ing to the objections lodged as 
aforesaid agains t persons whose names appea r on the supplemental 
rolls for the dis t r ic ts of which they have charge. 

Printing of rolls—New rolls. 

4 5 . (1) Pol ls shall be pr in ted whenever the Minister so 
directs . 

( 2 ) The last p r in ted copies of the roll and of the supple­
mental rolls for each dis t r ic t shall be open for public inspection a t the 
office of the r eg i s t r a r and at the offices of each deputy- reg is t ra r for the 
dis t r ic t without fee, and shall be obtainable therea t and a t the office of 
the Government P r in t e r , and at such other places a s the Minister may 
fix, at the prices prescribed. 

4 6 . New rolls for all dis tr icts shall each year be p repa red in 
pursuance of this P a r t , and when so p r epa red shall be p r in ted by the 
Government P r i n t e r . 

Additions and transfers to rolls. 

47. New names may be added to a roll pu r suan t to— 
(a) c la ims; 
(b) applicat ions to t r an s f e r ; 
(c) lists p repa red by direction of the Inspector-General of Police. 

4 8 . (1) A claim may bo in the form of Schedule Five, and 
shall be signed by the claimant in the presence of, and witnessed by, an 
elector, and shall be sent to the r eg i s t r a r or to the deputy- reg i s t ra r 
keeping the p a r t of the roll for the polling-place where the claimant 
desires to vote. 

( 2 ) If the claim is in order, the r eg i s t r a r receiving the 
claim shall, p u r s u a n t thereto , enter the c la imant ' s name and the par­
t iculars re la t ing to him on the roll, and shall file the claim; but before 
enter ing the name on the roll he shall, unless he thinks such course 
unnecessary, refer the claim to the officer in charge of the police within 
the distr ict . 

49. ( 1 ) Any elector whose name is on the roll for any distr ict 
and who has resided in any other distr ict for one month may t rans fe r 
his name to the roll for the district in which he resides. ( 2 ) 



( 2 ) E v e r y t rans fe r shall he made by applicat ion to t r ans fe r 
in the form of Schedule Six, and shall be signed by the elector in the 
presence of, and witnessed by, an elector, and sent to the r eg i s t r a r or 
deputy- reg i s t ra r keeping the p a r t of the roll to which the elector 's name 
is to be t rans fe r red . 

(3) The r e g i s t r a r receiving such applicat ion shall note 
thereon the da te of i ts receipt by him, and shall file it in his office, and 
shall regis ter it by placing the elector 's name on the roll for the district , 
and shall give notice of the t r ans fe r to the r eg i s t r a r or deputy- reg i s t ra r 
keeping the p a r t of the roll from which the e lector ' s name has been 
t rans fe r red , who shall thereupon remove the elector 's name from the 
roll. 

5 0 . L is t s of names p r e p a r e d by direction of the Inspector-
General of Police shall be forwarded to the reg is t ra r , and such names 
may be added by the r eg i s t r a r or deputy- reg i s t ra r to the roll for the 
distr ict . 

5 1 . ( 1 ) Any elector whose name is on a polling-place roll may 
make applicat ion in the prescr ibed form to be changed to another 
polling-place roll for the same distr ict . 

( 2 ) The applicat ion to change shall be signed by the 
elector and witnessed by an elector and sent to the r eg i s t r a r or deputy-
r eg i s t r a r keeping the polling-place roll to which the elector 's name is to 
be changed. 

(3) The r eg i s t r a r receiving such applicat ion shall note 
thereon the da te of i ts receipt by him, and shall file it in his office, and 
shall, if it appea r s to him tha t the appl icant is enti t led to the change, 
regis ter i t by placing the elector 's name on the roll, and shall give 
notice of the change to the r e g i s t r a r or deputy- reg i s t ra r keeping the 
polling-place roll from which the elector 's name has been changed, who 
shall thereupon remove the elector 's name from the roll. 

( 4 ) The r eg i s t r a r or depu ty- reg i s t ra r receiving a claim or' 
appl icat ion to t r ans fe r shall, as soon as pract icable, notify by post to 
the claimant or appl icant if his name has been added to the roll, or if 
his claim or applicat ion has been refused. 

5 2 . If any person, making any claim or applicat ion to t r ans fe r 
under this Act, makes there in any s ta tement which is wilfully un t rue 
in any mater ia l par t icu lar , he shall be liable to six m o n t h s ' imprison­
ment . 

Formal alterations. 
5 3 . The roll may be a l tered by the r eg i s t r a r or deputy-

r e g i s t r a r as follows:— 
(a) by correct ing any obvious mistake or omission; 
(b) by changing, on the wr i t t en appl icat ion of the elector, the 

original name or address of the elector to an a l tered name or, 
a d d r e s s ; (c) 



(c) by s tr iking out the names of dead pe r sons ; 
(d) by re ins ta t ing any name struck out by mistake as the name of 

a dead person. 
5 4 . Where a female elector 's name is changed in consequence 

of her m a r r i a g e after enrolment in any roll, or where af ter such enrol­
ment her m a r r i a g e is dissolved or declared to be null and void and she 
reve r t s to and becomes known under her maiden surname, or her sur­
name before such mar r i age , the Chief Electora l Officer, on being satis­
fied of such change of name, may amend such roll or cause it to be 
amended accordingly. 

5 5 . When— 
(a) a polling-place is appointed or abolished; or 
(b) a polling-place a rea is established or a l t e red ; or 
(c) the boundar ies of a distr ict a re a l t e red ; 

the Minis ter may, by notice in the Gazette, give such directions as are 
thereby rendered necessary or expedient for the change of electors 
from one roll to another, and effect shall be given to those directions in 
the prescr ibed manner . 

Alterations, when and how made. 

5 6 . Claims and applicat ions to t rans fe r received before the 
issue of the wr i t may be regis tered after the issue of the wri t , but other­
wise no addit ion to or a l tera t ion of the roll for any dis t r ic t shall be 
made dur ing the per iod between the issue of the wr i t for an election in 
the dis t r ic t and the close of the polling a t the election. 

5 7 . All a l te ra t ions shall be made in such a manner tha t the 
original en t ry shall not be obli terated, and the reason for the a l te ra t ion 
and the da te thereof shall be set aga ins t the al terat ion, together with 
the initials of the officer making the a l terat ion. 

Lists of deaths and of persons in gaol, Sc. 

5 8 . The Regis t rar -Genera l , under the Regis t ra t ion of Bi r ths , 
Deaths , and Mar r i ages Act, 1899, shall, in the months of J a n u a r y , Apri l , 
Ju ly , and October in each year , forward or cause to be forwarded to the 
r eg i s t r a r of each electoral dis t r ic t a list of the names, addresses , and 
occupations of all persons of the age of twenty-one yea r s or upwards 
whose deaths have been regis tered in the dis t r ic t dur ing the preceding 
three m o n t h s ; and the electoral r eg i s t r a r shall cause the names of the 
persons specified in the list to be struck off the roll. 

5 9 . (1) The Comptrol ler-General of P r i sons and the Inspec­
tor-General of Police shall, in the months of J a n u a r y , Apri l , Ju ly , and 
October in each year , forward to the Minister a list of all persons , 

apparen t ly 



appa ren t ly of or above the age of twenty years , imprisoned in any gaol, 
lock-up, or oilier place of detention in New South Wales under their 
charge respectively ; and such list shall contain a s ta tement of the 
offence for which each pr i soner is imprisoned, his last-known place of 
residence at da te of conviction, and similar par t i cu la rs regard ing any 
previous convictions aga ins t such pr isoner . 

( 2 ) Upon the receipt of the list the Minis ter shall forward 
to the r eg i s t r a r for each dis t r ic t such names and pa r t i cu la r s from such 
list as may be necessary for the purification of the roll for such district , 
and the conduct of elections therein. 

(3) The reg i s t ra r , on receipt of such list, shall wri te oppo­
site the names of persons on the roll for the distr ict , who appea r from 
the pa r t i cu la r s in such list to be disqualified from vot ing under this Act, 
the words " in custody, disqualif ied," and opposi te the names of per­
sons whose names appea r upon such list, but who do not appea r by such 
pa r t i cu la r s to be disqualified, the words " in custody " ; and shall for­
wa rd a certified copy of such roll and such list to the re turn ing officer 
of the distr ict . 

Removal of names from rolls. 

6 0 . The Inspector-General of Police shall, from time to time, 
cause a scrut iny to be made of the ro l l . for each distr ict , and m a r k 
thereon the names of all persons who have died or ceased to reside in 
the distr ict , and shall, af ter due inquiry has been made in the prescr ibed 
manner , cause the necessary action to be taken to remove such names 
from such roll. 

6 1 . Any name on a roll may be objected to by objection in 
wr i t ing lodged with or made by the r e g i s t r a r : 

P rov ided tha t a sum of one shilling shall be deposited in respect 
of each objection lodged by any person other than a member of the 
police force or an officer appointed under this Act, to be forfeited to the 
K i n g if the objection is held by the r eg i s t r a r to be frivolous. 

6 2 . The objection may be in the form of Schedule Seven, and 
shall be signed by an elector regis tered on the same roll, or by the 
r e g i s t r a r or a member of the police force, or an officer appointed under 
this Act. 

6 3 . Each r eg i s t r a r shall lodge or make an objection in wr i t ing 
set t ing for th the g rounds of such objection in respect of any name which 
he has reason to believe ought not to be re ta ined on the roll. 

6 4 . The r eg i s t r a r shall for thwith give notice of the objection 
to the person objected to. The notice may be in the prescr ibed form, 
and be served by pos t ing it to the last-known place of abode of the 
person objected to, or, if tha t is not known, then to the place of abode 
appea r ing on the roll. 

6 5 . 



6 5 . The person objected to may, orally or in wri t ing, in the 
prescr ibed manner , answer the objection. 

6 6 . ( 1 ) On receipt of the answer of the person objected to, or 
af ter the expira t ion of twenty days from the post ing of the notice, the 
r eg i s t r a r shall determine the objection, and, if it appea r s tha t the 
person objected to is not qualified or entit led to be enrolled on the roll, 
shall s t r ike out his name. 

(2) If any objection is held by the r eg i s t r a r to be frivolous, 
the person objected to shall be entit led to a reasonable allowance, not 
exceeding five pounds, and the r eg i s t r a r shall a w a r d such sum to be 
paid by the objector, and, in default of payment , such sum may be 
recovered in any civil court as a debt due by the objector. 

Appeals. 

6 7 . ( 1 ) Any person— 
(a) who has made and sent in a claim to be enrolled upon a roll, 

and who has not been enrolled pu r suan t to the claim; or 
(b) whose name has been struck off a roll by the r eg i s t r a r upon 

an objection by any person, 
may, in manne r prescribed, make applicat ion to a court, consisting of 
a s t ipendiary or police magis t ra te , author ised by the Governor to hear 
and determine electoral appeals , for an order tha t his name may be 
added or res tored to the roll. 

(2) Where an objection has been determined by the regis­
t r a r adversely to the person objecting, tha t person (not being a member 
of the police force or an officer appointed under this Act) may, in man­
ner prescribed, apply to such court for an order sustaining the objection. 

( 3 ) W h e r e the applicat ion has reference to the decision of 
the r eg i s t r a r upon an objection, the appl icant shall, as prescribed, serve 
the objector or the person objected to (as the case may be) w i th notice 
of the application, and the person so served may appear , or may, in 
wri t ing, au thor ise any person to appea r on his behalf, to res is t the 
application. 

(4) The court may hear and determine any applicat ion 
under this section, and make such order as it thinks fit as to the costs 
of the application, which may be recovered in the same manner as the 
costs of any other proceeding before the mag i s t r a t e s i t t ing in pe t ty 
sessions. 

(5) The clerk or other p rope r officer of the court shall send 
by post to the r eg i s t r a r a certified copy of the order of the court, and 
i t shall be the duty of the r eg i s t r a r to make such entr ies (if any) upon 
the roll as a r e necessary to give effect to the order . 

2 D (0) 



( 6 ) A s t ipendiary or police mag i s t r a t e si t t ing as such court 
shall, for the purposes of this section, be deemed to be, and shall have 
all the powers of, a court of pe t ty sess ions; and the Minis ter may 
appoint a clerk to such court who shall, for the purposes of this section, 
have all the powers and functions of a clerk of pe t ty sessions. 

P A R T V . 

W R I T S — R E T U R N I N G O F F I C E R S — N O M I N A T I O N S — W H E N P O L L TO BE TAKEN 
—BALLOT-PAPERS—POLLING-PLACES, P O L L CLERKS,&C.—GENERAL P R O ­

VISIONS FOR THE REGULATION OF V O T I N G — A B S E N T VOTERS—PROCEED­
INGS AFTER CLOSE OF P O L L ADJOURNMENT OF P O L L GENERAL P R O ­
VISIONS—SECOND BALLOT—BRIBERY, TREATING, INTIMIDATION, &c. 

Writs. 

6 8 . F o r the purpose of every general election—and also in the 
case of any seat in the Assembly becoming vacant after any such general 
election, and before the meet ing of Pa r l i amen t—the wr i t s for the elec­
t ion of members shall be issued by the Governor : All wr i t s for general 
elections shall be issued within four clear days af ter the publication in 
the Gazette of the proclamat ion dissolving Par l i ament , or af ter the 
Assembly has been allowed to expire by effluxion of t ime, and every such 
wr i t shall be made re turnable on a day not la ter than the forty-fifth 
clear day af ter the da te of the issue thereof. 

6 9 . The day to be fixed for the meet ing of Pa r l i amen t after the 
r e t u r n of wr i t s for general elections shall not be la ter t han the seventh 
clear day af ter the da te on which such wr i t s have been made re turnable 
as aforesaid. 

7 0 . When and so often as a vacancy occurs in the Assembly, 
the Speaker shall, upon a resolut ion by the Assembly declar ing such 
vacancy, and the reason thereof, cause a wr i t to be issued for filling 
such vacancy ; and on the dea th or res ignat ion of any member, the 
Speaker shall, in like manner , upon a resolut ion of the Assembly, issue 
such wri t , and in case the Assembly be not in session, or when such, 
vacancy occurs dur ing any adjournment for a longer per iod than seven 
days , he shall also issue the writ . 

7 1 . If a t the t ime of the occurrence of any such vacancy, caused 
by death or resignat ion, the re be no Speaker , and the Assembly be not 
in session, or if the Speaker be absent from New South Wales , t h e 
Governor shall, if satisfied of the existence of such vacancy, issue a wr i t 
for the election of a member to fill such vacancy. 

7 2 . E v e r y wri t for the election of a member to serve in the 
Assembly shall be directed to the r e tu rn ing officer of the dis t r ic t for 

wh ich 



which the election is to be held. And in every such wri t shall be named 
the day on which all nominations of candidates a t and for any elec­
tion mus t be made (hereinaf ter called the day of nominat ion) , the day 
for tak ing the poll a t the several polling-places in the event of the elec­
tion being contested, and the day on which the wr i t shall be re turnable 
to the Governor or Speaker , as the case may be. 

7 3 . The polling-day for every general election shall be so 
appoin ted t h a t the election shall take place on the twenty-eighth day 
from the da te of the issue of the wr i t s . 

7 4 . (1) Every r e tu rn ing officer shall, upon the receipt by him 
of any such wri t as aforesaid, indorse thereon the day of such receipt, 
and shall for thwith give public notice of the p u r p o r t of such wri t , of 
the day of nomination, the day of polling, the polling-places, and the 
r e t u r n day mentioned respectively in such wr i t ; and also of some place 
within the distr ict (to be appointed by such re tu rn ing officer) at which 
he will receive the nominat ion p a p e r s hereinaf ter prescribed. 

( 2 ) Public notice for the purpose of this section shall mean 
notice in any newspaper published in the distr ict to which such wri t 
relates, or if there be none such, then in any newspaper circulat ing in 
such district , or failing that , then by the exhibition of p r in ted or wr i t ten 
p lacards in such places as the r e tu rn ing officer may think most likely 
to a t t r ac t notice. 

Returning officers. 
7 5 . The Governor shall appoint a re tu rn ing officer for each 

district , and every such appoin tment shall be notified in the Gazette. 
And, in case of the death of any r e tu rn ing officer, or in case of sickness 
or other cause disabling any r e tu rn ing officer from act ing a t any elec­
tion, the Governor may appoint some person as r e tu rn ing officer in his 
stead. 

7 6 . No r e tu rn ing officer, nor any person who has been a 
re tu rn ing officer and has not, by wr i t ing under his hand addressed to 
the Governor, res igned such office a t least fourteen days before the day 
of nominat ion for any election, nor any deputy re tu rn ing officer, shall be 
a candidate , or be elected or re turned , or be or continue a member for 
the dis t r ic t for which he is or has been such re tu rn ing officer, or deputy 
re tu rn ing officer, as the case m a y be. 

77. The r e tu rn ing officer shall forthwith, on the receipt by him 
of any such wri t as aforesaid, appoint , by wr i t ing under his hand, some 
fit pe rson to be the subst i tute , as here inaf ter mentioned, of such re turn­
ing officer, and such r e tu rn ing officer shall, in person or by such substi­
tute , a t tend at all reasonable hours in the dayt ime, in the interval between 
the receipt of such wri t and noon on the day of nomination, a t the place 
so appointed for receiving the said nominat ion-papers , and if a t any 
t ime dur ing such interval the r e tu rn ing officer is absent a t the t ime or 

place 



place hereby appointed for the doing or suffering by him of any act or 
th ing re la t ing to such election, then such subst i tute may and shall do or 
suffer such act or thing, or if the r e tu rn ing officer, by reason of sickness 
or other disabili ty, is unable to do or suffer any acts or th ings re la t ing 
to such election, and the same is notified to such substi tute, or if the 
r e tu rn ing officer dies, then such subst i tute at any t ime may and shall, as 
and for the r e tu rn ing officer, do and suffer all such acts and things, and 
subject in every such case to the like provisions, as if he were the 
r e tu rn ing officer. 

7 8 . The r e tu rn ing officer shall, upon each day between the 
receipt by him of any wri t and noon on the day of nomination for such 
election mentioned in the wri t , exhibit and keep exhibited, outside the 
place so named as aforesaid for receiving the nominat ion papers , in some 
public and conspicuous position, the names and residences of all persons 
who have duly become candidates for such position. 

Nominations. 

7 9 . (1) E v e r y male person qualified to vote at an election for 
1 any distr ict shall be qualified to be nominated as a candidate to be 

elected for tha t or any other district , unless disqualified under the 
Const i tut ion Act, 1902, or this Act. 

(2) Before, and in o rder tha t , any person shall be a candi­
date at any election for any distr ict , such person shall be nominated by 
not fewer than six persons named on the roll for such distr ict . 

(3) Eve ry nominat ion of a candidate shall be made by 
delivering to the r e tu rn ing officer, or the person act ing as his subst i tute 
(who, if required, shall give a receipt for the same) , a nominat ion-paper 

' a t some t ime af ter the issue of the wr i t and before noon on the day 
of nomination. 

(4) Such nominat ion-paper shall be in the following form, 
namely :— 

We, the undersigned, electors of the electoral dis tr ict of 
do hereby nominate (here state name in full, occupation, and 
place of residence of the person nominated) for election as 
a member of the Legislat ive Assembly for the abovenamed 
distr ict . 

(Signatures of nominators.) 
\ I, the abovenamed hereby consent to such nomination. 

(Signed) 
And no person, unless nominated in accordance with the requirements 
of this section, shall be deemed to be a candidate for election pur suan t 
to th is Act. 

(5) No elector shall nominate more than one candidate for 
an electoral distr ict . (6) 



(6) Nothing in this Act shall be taken to enable or qualify 
a woman to be nominated as a candidate a t any election or to be elected 
as a member of the Legislat ive Assembly. 

( 7 ) A member of the Pa r l i amen t of the Commonwealth 
shall be incapable of being summoned or being nominated or elected as 
a member of the Legislat ive Council or Legislat ive Assembly. 

If any member of the said Council or Assembly in any such 
Pa r l i amen t is elected to the Pa r l i amen t of the Commonwealth, his seat 
in the said Council or Assembly shall,— 

(a) if no pet i t ion is lodged agains t such election, be vacant on the 
expirat ion of the t ime limited for lodging such pe t i t ion ; 

(b) if such pet i t ion is lodged, be vacant if and when such pet i t ion 
is finally determined in his favour. 

And where such vacancy occurs in the said Assembly the election of 
such member to the said Assembly shall thereupon be void, and a wr i t 
shall for thwith issue for a new election. 

When poll to he taken. 

8 0 . If only one candidate is so nominated, the r e tu rn ing officer 
shall, a t noon on the day of nominat ion at the place so named for the 
delivery of nominat ion-papers , publicly declare the candidate nominated 
to be duly elected, and shall make his r e t u r n accordingly. 

81. If there a re more candidates nominated than one, it shall be 
open to any candidate to wi thdraw his name from nominat ion by deliver­
ing a notice under his hand to the r e tu rn ing officer or the person acting 
as his subst i tute before noon on the nominat ion day, and if after such 
wi thdrawal there a re two or more candidates , a poll shall take place 
on the days named in the wr i t for tha t purpose , and a t the several 
polling-places for the d i s t r i c t ; and the r e tu rn ing officer shall, a t noon on 
the nominat ion day, and at the place named as aforesaid for the delivery 
of the nominat ion-papers , publicly announce tha t a poll will be so taken 
and the names of the persons who have become candidates , and shall 
also for thwith publish in some newspaper published or circulat ing in the 
dis t r ic t a like announcement. 

Ballot-papers. 

8 2 . (1) Ballot-papers to bo used in an election shall be pro­
vided by the r e tu rn ing officer af ter a poll has been appointed. 

( 2 ) Such pape r s shall be in the form of Schedule Four . 
8 3 . I n p r in t ing the bal lot-papers— 

(a) the names of all candidates duly nominated shall be pr in ted in 
alphabetical order according to thei r su rnames ; 

(b) 



(b) if there a re two or more candidates of the same surname, thei r 
names shall be p r in t ed according to the alphabetical order of 
thei r chr is t ian names, or if their chr is t ian names a re the same, 
then according to the alphabetical order of their residences, 
a r r anged and s ta ted on the ba l lo t -paper ; 

(c) where s imilar i ty in the names of two or more candidates is 
likely to cause confusion, the Chief Electora l Officer Or the 
r e tu rn ing officer for the dis t r ic t may a r r a n g e the names, with 
such descript ion or addi t ion as will dis t inguish them from one 
ano the r ; 

(d) a square shall be p r in t ed opposite the name of each candidate . 

Polling-places—Poll clerks, Sc. 
8 4 . The Minis ter may, by notice in the Gazet te— 

(a) appoint a chief polling-place for each dis t r ic t a t which the 
re turn ing officer m a y p re s ide ; 

(b) appoint such other polling-places for each dis t r ic t as he th inks 
necessary ; 

(c) abolish any poll ing-place; 
(d) establish any polling-place a rea for any specified polling-place 

and fix i t s bounda r i e s ; 
(e) a l ter the boundar ies of any polling-place a r e a : 

P rov ided tha t no polling-place shall be appointed or abolished, or 
polling-place a rea be established or al tered, af ter the issue of the wr i t 
and before the t ime appointed for i ts r e tu rn . 

8 5 . (1) The r e tu rn ing officer shall cause such booths to be 
erected, or rooms to be hired or otherwise provided, for tak ing the poll 
a t any election a t each polling-place, as the convenient conduct of the 
election may require . 

(2) If under this provis ion there is more than one booth at 
any polling-place, there shall be affixed over the ent rance of each booth 
in succession so many le t ters of the a lphabet in the i r a lphabet ical order 
as shall denote the booth a t which each elector, according to the init ial 
le t ter of his surname, is to vote, and no elector shall be pe rmi t t ed to vote 
in any booth save tha t which is so denoted by the init ial le t ter of his 
surname. 

(3) No polling-booth shall be in any house for or in respect 
of which any license for the sale of fermented or sp i r i tuous l iquors 
under the Liquor Act, 1898, or any Act amending the same, is held by 
any person , .or upon the premises apper ta in ing to such house. 

8 6 . E v e r y booth shall be so a r r a n g e d as to have one or more 
inner compar tments opening only into t ha t p a r t in which the ballot-box 
is k e p t ; and the r e tu rn ing officer or h is deputy shall provide in every 
such compar tment pencils for the use of the voters , and shall also pro­
vide for each booth a ballot-box hav ing a lock and key, and with a cleft 
or opening there in capable of receiving the ballot pape r s . 8 7 . 



87. The re tu rn ing officer may pres ide and take the poll a t some 
one booth of a polling-place within the d i s t r i c t ; and he shall, by wr i t ing 
under his hand, appoint a deputy to act for him and take the poll at each 
of the other booths of the several polling-places, and may also in like 
manner appoin t one or more persons to be poll-clerks, and by himself 
and his several deputies assis t in taking the poll as he m a y see fit. 

88. Eve ry re tu rn ing officer, subst i tute of a r e tu rn ing officer, 
and every deputy r e tu rn ing officer and poll clerk shall, before he enters 
upon any of the duties hereby assigned to him with r e g a r d to any elec­
tion, make and sign before some justice of the peace a declarat ion to the 
effect following:— 

I [A.B.] do solemnly declare tha t I will faithfully and impar t ia l ly , 
according to the best of my skill and judgment , exercise and 
per form all the powers, authori t ies , and dut ies reposed in or 
required of me by the P a r l i a m e n t a r y Elec tora tes and Elections 
Act, 1912, as r e tu rn ing officer [or subst i tu te of the r e tu rn ing 
officer, or deputy re tu rn ing officer, or poll clerk, as the case may 
be] with r ega rd to the election of a member for the electoral 
dis tr ict of , and I do fur ther solemnly promise 
and declare tha t I will not at the said election a t t empt to ascer­
ta in [and in the case of a returning officer, or a substitute of a 
returning officer or a deputy returning officer, save in the cases 
in which I am expressly by law author ised so to do] for what 
candidate any person shall vote or have voted at the said elec­
t ion ; and tha t if in the discharge of my duties a t or concerning 
the said election I shall have learned, or have the means of 
learning, for what candidate any person shall vote or have 
voted thereat , I will not by word or act, or by any other means 
whatsoever , directly or indirectly, divulge or disclose, or aid 
in divulging or disclosing the same, save in answer to any 
question which I am legally bound to answer. 

And every declarat ion made under this section shall be t ransmi t t ed by 
the r e tu rn ing officer or his subst i tute to the Colonial Secre tary . 

89. (1) Before the day of polling the re tu rn ing officer shall 
deliver to each of the deputies, for use at each polling-booth, sufficient 
copies of all rolls in force for the distr ict in and for which the poll i s 
to be taken thereat , certified under his hand to be t rue copies; and also 
one set at least for the general use of scrut ineers , and shall also deliver 
to each deputy, and himself re ta in, such .numbers respectively of the 
ballot - paper as are sufficient for the rise of the electors enti t led to vote 
a t each booth a t Which such r e tu rn ing officer and deputies respectively 
a re to take the pol l ; and every r e tu rn ing officer and deputy shall keep 
an exact account of all such bal lot-papers . 

( 2 ) I t shall be the duty of such re tu rn ing officer or his 
deputy to sign or init ial every bal lot-paper when issued to each voter a t 

t h e 



the booth at which such r e tu rn ing officer or his deputy may be presiding, 
and also to wri te , or cause to be wri t ten, any addi t ional bal lot-papers 
tha t may be required, and such wri t ten bal lot-papers shall also be signed 
or init ialled as hereinbefore mentioned. 

9 0 . E a c h candidate shall be entit led to appoint , by wr i t ing 
under his hand, one person to be scrut ineer on his behalf a t each polling-
booth; and every such scrut ineer shall be entit led to be present in tha t 
part of the booth in which the bal lot-papers a re received. 

9 1 . E v e r y scrutineer, before act ing as such at any polling-
booth, shall make and sign before the re tu rn ing officer or deputy (as the 
case may be) who takes the poll a t such booth, a declarat ion to the effect 
following:— 

I [A.B.] (scrut ineer for C.B., a candidate at the present election 
for the electoral dis tr ict of ) do solemnly declare tha t 
I will faithfully observe all the provisions of the P a r l i a m e n t a r y 
Electora tes and Elections Act, 1912, which relate to such my 
office of scru t ineer ; and I do fur ther solemnly promise and 
declare tha t I will not, as such scrut ineer a t the said election, 
a t t empt to ascer ta in for what candidate any person shall vote 
or have voted at the said election, and tha t if, in the discharge 
of my duties a t or concerning the said election, I shall have 
learned, or have the means of learning, for wha t candidate any 
person shall vote or have voted thereat , I will not by word or 
act, or by any other means whatsoever, directly or indirectly, 
divulge or disclose, or aid in divulging or disclosing the same, 
save in answer to some question which I am legally bound to 
answer. 

And every such declarat ion shall be t r ansmi t t ed to the Colonial Secre­
t a r y by the re tu rn ing officer or his subst i tute . 

General provisions for the regulation of voting. 
9 2 . The day appointed for polling-day shall be a public holi­

day, as from twelve o'clock, noon, of such day. 
9 3 . (1) There may, at any time dur ing the taking of a poll, be 

present a t the polling-room— 
(a) the r e tu rn ing officer or depu ty ; 
(b) the poll clerks and sc ru t ineers ; 
(c) the r eg i s t r a r or deputy r e g i s t r a r ; 
(d) any member of the police force designated by the re tu rn ing 

officer; 
(e) voters , not more than six in number, actually engaged in 

voting, such voters to be designated, if thought necessary, by 
the r e tu rn ing officer or d e p u t y : 

Prov ided tha t a reg i s t ra r , deputy- regis t ra r , or such member of 
the police force shall, before enter ing the polling room, make and sign 
tliQ prescr ibed declarat ion. (2) 



( 2 ) Any person who, without lawful author i ty , the proof 
of which shall be on him, enters any polling-room or, being therein, 
refuses to quit such room forthwith on being required by the r e tu rn ing 
officer or deputy, or by any member of the police force act ing under 
the direction or au thor i ty of such re tu rn ing officer or deputy, m a y be 
removed from the polling-booth, and shall be liable to a penal ty not 
exceeding ten pounds . 

94. Immediate ly before proceeding to take the poll at any 
booth the r e tu rn ing officer or deputy (as the case may be) shall exhibit 
for the inspection of the candidates , scrut ineers , and poll clerks present , 
the ballot-box open and empty, and shall immediately a f t e rwards close 
and lock, and place the same empty and keep the same unopened upon 
the table at which he is to preside, and in full view of all persons present 
in the polling-booth, and he shall keep the key of the said box. 

95. E v e r y polling shall commence on the day appointed for 
the same at eight o'clock in the forenoon, and shall, unless lawfully 
adjourned, finally close at seven o'clock in the evening of the same d a y : 

Provided tha t if at the said time any electors are in the polling-
booth and desir ing to vote, the votes of such electors shall be taken, for 
which purpose the polling shall not close until such electors have voted. 

96. Eve ry employer shall at the request of any elector em­
ployed by him allow such elector to go, a t a reasonable time, to a polling-
place and record his vote a t any election. 

If any person contravenes the above provision he shall be liable 
to a penal ty not exceeding fifty p o u n d s : 

Prov ided tha t the above provision shall not apply where the 
elector has a half-holiday on the day of the election. 

97. Any elector may vote at the polling-place for which he is 
enrolled, or, if he is absent from the polling-place for which he is 
enrolled, may, if he makes and signs before the pres id ing officer a 
declarat ion in the form of Schedule Nine, vote at any other polling-
place for the same distr ict . 

98. ( 1 ) The Governor, in any case in which he is satisfied tha t 
the convenience of a la rge number of electors of any distr ict would be 
fur thered by appoint ing polling-places outside such district , may, by 
notice as aforesaid, appoint such polling-places. 

( 2 ) W h e r e an elector votes outside his dis tr ict at a polling-
place duly appointed under the las t subsection, he shall deposit such 
bal lot-paper in a ballot-box specially set a p a r t for bal lot-papers for the 
dis t r ic t in respect of which the voter claims to vote, and upon the close 
of the poll such bal lot-papers shall be counted, as herein provided, and 
a s ta tement of the number of votes recorded in such ballot-box for each 
candidate shall be forthwith t ransmi t t ed by post, or by any more 
expedit ious means , by the r e tu rn ing officer or deputy, together with, 

bal lot-papers 



bal lot-papers and any documents of any kind received by such re turn­
ing officer or deputy in connection with such votes, to the r e tu rn ing 
officer of the dis t r ic t to which such votes a re appl icable; and the 
package containing such votes, bal lot-papers , and documents shall be 
marked " absent v o t e r s ' bal lo t -papers " ; and such officer shall, before 
t r ansmi t t i ng such s ta tement , make and sign an en t ry of the pa r t i cu la r s 
thereof in a book to be kept for t ha t purpose, and such enti*y, when so 
made and signed, shall, in the event of the loss or dest ruct ion of such 
s tatement , be evidence of the number of votes recorded in such ballot-
box. 

9 9 . E v e r y person claiming to vote at any polling-booth shall 
s ta te his christ ian and surname, and, if so desired by the pres id ing 
officer, any o ther pa r t i cu la r s necessary to be s ta ted in the roll for the 
purpose of identifying the name upon the roll under which the vote is 
claimed. H e shall also demand a bal lot-paper. 

1 0 0 . (1) The pres id ing officer may, and a t the request of any 
scrut ineer shall, pu t to any person claiming to vote all or any of the 
following ques t ions :— 

(a) A r e you the person whose name appea r s as [here state name 
under which the person claims to vote] on the roll for [ this 
dis tr ict or the dis t r ic t of ] ? 

(b) A r e you of the full age of twenty-one years'? 
(c) H a v e you a l ready voted, ei ther here or elsewhere, at this 

election? 
j. (d) A r e you disqualified from voting? 

( 2 ) If any person refuses to answer fully any question pu t 
to h im by the pres id ing officer, or by his answer shows tha t he is not 
enti t led to vote, his claim to vote shall be rejected. 

(3) The vo t e r ' s answer to the questions shall be conclusive, 
and the m a t t e r shall not be fur ther inquired into dur ing the polling. 

( 4 ) If any person claiming to vote— 
(a) refuses or omits to answer any such quest ions pu t to him by 

the pres id ing officer; or 
(b) does not answer absolutely in the affirmative the first two of 

the said questions, or does not answer absolutely in the nega­
tive the last two of the said quest ions so p u t to him, 

he shall be liable to a penal ty not exceeding twenty pounds . 
1 0 1 . No omission of any chr is t ian name, or en t ry of a wrong 

chr is t ian name, or address , or occupation, and no mis take in the spelling 
of any surname, shall w a r r a n t the rejection a t any poll ing of any claim 
to vote if the voter is sufficiently identified in the opinion of the pre­
siding officer. No female elector shall be disqualified from vot ing under 
the name appea r ing on the roll because he r surname has been changed 
by mar r i age , but in such case a note of the fact shall be made by the 
presiding officer. 

1 0 2 . 



1 0 2 . No bal lot-paper shall be delivered to any voter wi thout 
being first init ialled by the pres id ing officer, and an exact account shall 
be kept of all initialled bal lot-papers . The init ials of the pres id ing 
officer shall be placed on the back of the bal lot-paper in such a posi t ion 
as to be easily seen when the bal lot-paper is folded so as to conceal the 
names of the candidates . 

1 0 3 . Upon receipt of the bal lot-paper the voter shall, without 
delay,— 

(a) re t i re alone to some unoccupied compar tment of the booth, 
and there in p r iva te m a r k his vote on the bal lot-paper by 
making a cross in the square opposite the name of the candi­
date for whom he vo tes ; 

(b) fold the bal lot-paper so as to conceal the names of the candi­
dates and to clearly show the ini t ials of the pres id ing officer, 
and exhibit it so folded to the pres id ing officer, and then forth-

. wi th openly, and without unfolding it, deposit i t in the ballot-
box. 

(c) quit the booth. 
1 0 4 . If any voter satisfies the pres id ing officer, before his 

bal lot -paper is deposited in the ballot-box, tha t he has spoilt it by mis­
take or accident, he may, on giving it up , receive a new bal lot-paper 
from the pres id ing officer, who shall there and then cancel and preserve 
the spoilt ballot-paper. 

1 0 5 . E v e r y elector shall be entit led to vote for one and only 
one candidate a t any election; and any bal lot-paper pu rpo r t i ng to 
record more votes than one shall be rejected a t the close of the poll. 

1 0 6 . If, at any polling-booth, any bal lot-paper has been 
delivered to any person having tendered a vote, and if any other person 
subsequently tenders a vote at such booth in the name of, or as pur­
por t ing to be, such first-mentioned person, the r e tu rn ing officer or 
deputy shall pu t to the person so subsequently tender ing a vote the 
prescr ibed ques t ions ; and such person may be dealt wi th in all respects 
in like manner as any other person having tendered a vo te ; but the 
bal lot-paper of such person shall not be deposited in the ballot-box or 
allowed by the r e tu rn ing officer or deputy, but shall be set aside by him. 
for separa te custody. 

1 0 7 . (1) If any person whose name appea r s on any electoral 
roll for the distr ict with the word " d e a d , " or the words " in cus tody , " 
or " in custody, disqualif ied," wr i t ten upon a copy thereof opposite 
such name, pu r suan t to the provis ions of this Act, t enders his vote, the 
r e tu rn ing officer or deputy shall requi re such person, before he receives 
a ballot-paper, to make a solemn declarat ion in the form following:— 

I [A.B.] do solemnly and sincerely declare t ha t I am the person 
[A.B.] whose name appea r s upon the roll in force for the 

electoral distr ict of with the word " dead " [or the 
words 



words " in cus tody , " or " in custody, disqualified " ] wr i t t en 
upon a copy thereof opposite such n a m e ; and I make this 
solemn declarat ion, conscientiously believing the same to be 
t rue . 

(2) If any person wilfully make any false s ta tement in 
such declaration, or persona te any deceased elector or any elector then 
being in custody as hereinbefore mentioned, for the purpose of voting 
a t any election, such person shall be guilty of a misdemeanour , and 
m a y be imprisoned for any t e rm not exceeding two yea r s . 

( 3 ) Before any person makes any such declaration, the 
r e tu rn ing officer or deputy shall w a r n such person tha t by making a 
false declarat ion such person will be guil ty of a misdemeanour, and be 
liable to the punishment provided by law in tha t behalf. 

1 0 8 . If any person to whom a bal lot-paper has been delivered 
as aforesaid is blind, or is incapaci ta ted by any other physical cause 
from voting in the usual way, or is unable to wri te , and signifies the 

, same to the r e tu rn ing officer or deputy, such r e tu rn ing officer or deputy 
may, and shall a t the request of such person and for him, and in 
presence of the poll clerk and scrut ineers , if any, mark his vote in the 
polling-booth on the bal lot-paper by making a cross in the square oppo­
site the name of such candidate as such person may designate, and shall 
for thwith cause the bal lot-paper of such voter to be deposited in the 
ballot-box; and the name and number on the electoral roll of every voter 
whose vote is given p u r s u a n t to this section shall be entered on a list to 
be called the " list of open v o t e s . " 

1 0 9 . If, when the day appointed for taking any poll falls on a 
S a t u r d a y or on any day on which occurs a Jewish fast or festival, any 
person to whom a bal lot-paper has been delivered, declares at the pre-
scribed t ime and in prescr ibed form tha t he is of the Jewish persuasion, 
and objects on religious grounds to vote in the manner provided by this 
Act, the r e tu rn ing officer or deputy shall, a t the request of such person, 
and in presence of such person, and for him, and in presence of the poll 
clerk and scrut ineers (if a n y ) , m a r k his vote in the polling-booth on 
the bal lot-paper by making a cross in the square opposite the name of 
such candidate as such person may designate, and deal with such ballot-
p a p e r as in the last preceding section mentioned. 

1 1 0 . If upon examinat ion of the several rolls used at any 
elect ion or of any o the r documents or wr i t ings in his possession, or if 
f rom evidence satisfactory to h im (from wha teve r source derived) i t 
a p p e a r s to the r e tu rn ing officer or officers tha t any person has voted in 
more t han one dis t r ic t a t and for one and the same election, the vote 
given outside the p rope r dis t r ic t of such person shall, if ascertainable 
from any such evidence as aforesaid, be rejected. 

1 1 1 . (1) Dur ing the polling at any election no person shall 
take any bal lot-paper out of the polling-booth save into one of the com­
par tmen t s , of the polling booth; no person shall enter any such compart­

ment 



ment while any other person shall be the re in ; and no person being in 
any such compar tment shall r emain there for a longer t ime than shall 
be reasonably required for the purpose of mark ing his ballot-paper, 

(2) Any person wilfully violating any enactment in this 
section, or otherwise obstruct ing or unnecessari ly delaying the pro­
ceedings a t any such polling, may be removed from the polling-booth, 
and shall, for every such offence, incur a penal ty not exceeding ten 
pounds . 

1 1 2 . If any person— 
(a) to whom any of the prescr ibed questions is so put as aforesaid 

wilfully makes a false answer to the same or any p a r t thereof; 
or 

(b) wilfully makes a false declarat ion in respect of any m a t t e r or 
th ing for which a declarat ion is required by this P a r t ; or 

(c) pe rsona tes any elector for the purpose of vot ing at any elec­
t ion ; or 

(d) votes twice a t any election; or 
(e) knowingly deposits in the ballot-box a t any polling-place more 

bal lo t -papers than one ; 
he shall be guil ty of a misdemeanour, and be liable to imprisonment 
not exceeding six months . 

1 1 3 . Any person who, on polling day, or on a day to which the 
polling is adjourned, obstructs any elector desir ing to vote from access 
to the polling-booth shall be liable to a penal ty not exceeding live 
pounds, and may, on complaint made, be removed by any police officer 
from proximi ty to the polling-booth. 

1 1 4 . Every" r e tu rn ing officer and deputy, and every member 
of the police force of or above the r ank of senior-sergeant , shall have 
power and au thor i ty to main ta in o rder and keep the peace at any elec­
t ion or polling, and, wi thout any o ther w a r r a n t t han th is Act, to cause 
to be a r res ted and taken before a justice of the peace any person reason­
ably suspected of committ ing or a t t empt ing to commit at any polling-
place any offence under this Act, and also to cause to be removed any 
person who obstructs the approaches to any polling-booth, or wilfully 
or unnecessar i ly obstructs or delays the proceedings at the polling, or 
conducts himself in a disorderly manner , or causes a d is turbance at any 
election, and all constables and peace officers shall aid and assist the 
respective persons hereby empowered in the performance of their 
duties . 

'Absent voters. 

1 1 5 . (1) An elector who on polling-day is absent from the 
electoral dis tr ict for which he is enrolled may, subject to the following 
provisions, vote a t any polling-place in any other e lec tora te :— 

(a) The elector must s ta te bis name, and place of residence in 
the electoral dis tr ict for which he is qualified to vote, together 

• ' with his occupation therein. (b) 



(b). The r e tu rn ing officer or deputy may, if he thinks fit, and at 
the request of any scrut ineer shall pu t to the elector any of 
the questions prescr ibed by section one hundred of this Act 
which a re applicable to the case. 

(c) If the elector answers the questions satisfactorily, or if no 
questions are pu t to him, he may be allowed to vote as an 
absent voter upon making a declarat ion in the form of 
Schedule Eleven hereto. 

(d) The form of declarat ion may be pr in ted or wr i t t en on an 
envelope addressed to the r e tu rn ing officer for the distr ict for 
which the elector is enrolled, and must , af ter being filled in, 
be signed by the elector in his own handwr i t ing in the presence 
of the r e tu rn ing officer or deputy, and completed and a t tes ted 
by him. 

(e) After the declarat ion has been made, the re tu rn ing officer or 
deputy shall hand to the elector a ballot-paper. The form of 
the bal lot-paper m a y be prescr ibed. Each ballot-paper shall 
be signed on the back by the r e tu rn ing officer or deputy. 

(f) The names of the candidates shall be placed on absent v o t e r s ' 
bal lot-papers in the same m a n n e r as on o rd inary bal lot-papers , 
except tha t the names may be ei ther p r in ted or wr i t ten . 

(g) The elector, af ter receiving the bal lot-paper, shall without delay 
re t i re alone into an unoccupied compar tment of the polling-
booth, and there in p r iva te m a r k his vote on the bal lot-paper, 
and shall then fold and fas ten the bal lot-paper so tha t the vote 
cannot be seen without unfas tening it, and at once r e tu rn the 
bal lot-paper so fastened to the r e tu rn ing officer or deputy 
before whom he made the declarat ion, and shall again s ta te 
his name if so required by the r e tu rn ing officer or deputy. 

(h) The r e tu rn ing officer or deputy shall then, in the presence of 
the elector, for thwith enclose the bal lot-paper in the envelope 
bear ing the declarat ion of the elector and securely fasten the 
envelope. 

(2) If the r e tu rn ing officer or deputy is unable to supply 
the elector with a p r in ted or wr i t t en ballot-paper, he shall, af ter the 
declarat ion has been made by the elector in pursuance of p a r a g r a p h (d) 
of the last preceding subsection, supply the elector with a blank paper 
in the form of Schedule Twelve signed by him on the back. 

The elector, on receiving such paper , shall thereupon without 
delay re t i re alone into an unoccupied, compar tment of the polling-booth, 
and there in p r iva te wr i te on the said p a p e r the name of the candidate 
for whom he votes, and fold and fasten such pape r as above prescribed 
in respect of a bal lot-paper . 

The said p a p e r shall thereaf te r be deal t with as a ballot-paper, 
and the paper , if otherwise in order, shall be t r ea ted as a vote in favour 
of the candidate whose name is wr i t t en thereon. (3) 



(3) If any person makes any such declarat ion knowing 
t h a t the same is un t rue in any mater ia l pa r t i cu la r he shall be liable 
to impr isonment for a t e rm not exceeding three months . 

1 1 6 . E v e r y absent vo te r ' s bal lot-paper containing a vote shall 
be prompt ly forwarded to the r e tu rn ing officer for the distr ict for which 
the voter declares tha t he is enrolled. 

Immediate ly after the close of the poll, the r e tu rn ing officer or 
deputy shall, by te legraph or other expeditious means, send to each 
r e t u r n i n g officer to whom he has forwarded envelopes containing absent 
v o t e r s ' bal lot-papers, advice of the number of envelopes so forwarded. 

1 1 7 . The r e tu rn ing officer for the dis t r ic t for which the voter 
declares tha t he is enrolled, shall in the presence of the scrut ineers 
examine the declarat ion on the envelope containing the absent vo t e r ' s 
ballot-paper, and if it appea r s to him tha t a person of the same name 
and descript ion as the person whose name is signed to the declarat ion 
is enrolled for the distr ict , and tha t the declarat ion is duly at tes ted, he 
shall accept the ballot-paper for fur ther scrutiny, but otherwise he shall 
reject the ballot-paper without opening the envelope. If he accepts the 
bal lot-paper for fur ther scrutiny, he shall open the envelope without 
des t roying the declarat ion and ext ract the ballot-paper, and without 
unfolding it, place the bal lot-paper in the ballot-box. 

1 1 8 . 0 ) When the absent v o t e r s ' bal lot-papers have been 
dealt with as above directed, the r e tu rn ing officer shall open and proceed 
with the scrut iny of the absent v o t e r s ' bal lot-papers which have been 
accepted for fur ther scrutiny. 

( 2 ) A t the scrut iny the r e tu rn ing officer shall open the 
absent v o t e r s ' bal lot-papers , and shall allow and count those which a re 
formal, and shall disallow and reject those which are informal. 

(3) An absent vo te r ' s bal lot-paper shall be deemed in­
formal in the following cases:— 

(a) If it is not duly signed by the pres id ing officer; or 
(b) If it has no cross in the square opposite the name of a candi­

date, or has crosses in squares opposi te the names of more 
than one candida te ; or 

(c) If it has upon it any m a r k or wr i t ing not author ised by this Act 
which, in the opinion of the r e tu rn ing officer, will enable any 
person to identify the voter . 

1 1 9 . The decision of the r e tu rn ing officer, as to the allowance 
or disallowance of any absent vo te r ' s bal lot-paper under this Act, shall 
be final, subject only to review by the Elect ions a n d Qualifications 
Committee. 

1 2 0 . A re tu rn ing officer shall seal u p in separa te parce ls— 
(a) all envelopes from which absent v o t e r s ' bal lot-papers have 

been t aken ; 
(b) all unopened envelopes containing absent v o t e r s ' ba l lo t -papers ; 

(c) 



(c) all absent v o t e r s ' bal lot-papers allowed as fo rmal ; and 
(d) all absent vo t e r s ' bal lot-papers rejected as in formal ; 

and shall deal with the parcels and their contents as in the case of other 
bal lot-papers used at the election. 

Proceedings after close of poll. 

1 2 1 . Immediate ly upon the close of the poll the re tu rn ing 
officer and every deputy a t the polling-place a t which each pres ides shall, 
in the presence and subject to the inspection of such of the scrut ineers 
as choose to be present and the poll clerks (if any ) , but of no other 
persons , open the ballot-box and proceed to count the number of votes 
for each candidate . 

1 2 2 . (1) A bal lot-paper shall be informal if— 
(a) it is not duly initialled by the pres iding officer; or 
(b) it has no cross in the square opposite the name of a candidate, 

or has crosses in squares opposi te the names of more than one 
cand ida te ; or 

(c) it has upon it any m a r k or wr i t ing not author ised by this Act 
to be pu t upon it, which, in the opinion of the r e tu rn ing officer, 
will enable any person to identify the voter . 

(2) Informal bal lot-papers shall not be counted at the 
scrutiny. 

1 2 3 . Immediate ly after ascer ta in ing the total number of votes, 
each deputy shall make u p — 

(a) in one parcel the bal lot-papers which have been used in vot ing 
a t his polling-booth dur ing the election; 

(b) in a second separa te parcel , the bal lot-papers which have 
remained unused t he r ea t ; and 

(c) in a th i rd separa te parcel , the certified copies of rolls supplied 
to the said deputy, signed by him, and all books, rolls, and 
p a p e r s kept or used by him dur ing the pol l ing; 

and shall seal up the said several pa rce l s ; and shall permi t any of the 
scrut ineers who may desire to do so to affix his or thei r seals to such 
pa rce l s ; and shall indorse the same severally with a descript ion of the 
contents thereof, and with the name of the dis t r ic t and polling-booth, 
and the da te of the pol l ing; and sign wi th his name the said indorse­
m e n t ; and shall t r ansmi t the said parcels to the r e tu rn ing officer. 

1 2 4 . Each deputy shall, together with the parcels aforesaid, 
t r ansmi t to the r e tu rn ing officer a list of the total number of votes 
received by each candidate, and also an account in which such deputy 
shall charge himself with the number of bal lot-papers originally de­
livered to him, and the number (if any) wr i t t en out by him, specifying 
there in the number thereof delivered to and used by voters , and the 
number not so delivered or left unused ; and every such list and account 
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respectively shall be verified as well by the s ignatures of the said deputy 
and the poll clerk (if any) as also by the s ignatures of such of the 
scrut ineers as a re presen t and consent to sign the same. 

1 2 5 . The re tu rn ing officer shall, in respect of the polling-booth 
a t which he himself has presided, make up in separa te parcels in like 1 

manner as is herein required of deputy re tu rn ing officers all ballot-
p a p e r s used or unused, and all books, rolls, and p a p e r s kept or used by 
him a t such poll ing-booth; and shall seal up, and also pe rmi t to be 
sealed up by the scrut ineers , and shall indorse in like manner as afore­
said, the said several parcels , and deal with the same as hereinaf ter 
p rov ided ; and shall also make out in respect of the said booth the like 
list as herein requi red in the case of deputy re tu rn ing officers, which 
said list shall be verified by the s ignature of the r e tu rn ing officer, the 
poll clerk (if a n y ) , and scrut ineers in manner aforesaid. 

1 2 6 . (1) The re tu rn ing officer shall make up the general s ta te 
of the poll from the list made out by him and from the lists t ransmi t ted 
by the deputy r e tu rn ing officers; and shall, subject to the provisions of 
section one hundred and th i r ty of this Act, as soon as conveniently m a y 
be af ter taking the poll, by notice signed by him and posted in some 
conspicuous posit ion a t the pr incipal polling-place, and inser ted in some 
newspaper published or circulat ing in the distr ict , announce the number 
of votes given to each candidate, and declare tha t candidate who has 
received the grea tes t number of votes to be duly elected. 

(2) If two or more candidates have received an equal 
number of votes, the r e tu rn ing officer shall give a cast ing vote, but shall 
not otherwise vote a t such election. 

( 3 ) The name of the person so elected shall be indorsed 
on the wr i t by the r e tu rn ing officer, and the wr i t shall be by him 
re turned to the Governor, or Speaker , as the case may be, within the 
time specified therein. 

1 2 7 . The r e tu rn ing officer shall, as soon as pract icable after 
the day of polling, enclose in separa te packets in manner hereinaf ter 
mentioned, the parcels so t r ansmi t t ed to him, and those made up and 
sealed by himself in respect of the polling-booth at which he has pre­
sided, tha t is to s ay :—He shall enclose in one packet all parcels of used 
ba l lo t -papers ; in a second, all parcels of unused ba l lo t -papers ; and in a 
third, all parcels containing copies of rolls, books, or other p a p e r s as 
herein p rov ided ; and shall seal up the said several packets and indorse 
the same with a descript ion of the contents thereof respectively, and 
the name of the distr ict and the date of the polling, and sign wi th his 
name the said indorsement , and shall for thwith forward the said 
packets to the Clerk of the Assembly, to be by him safely kept unt i l the 
dissolution of P a r l i a m e n t ; and he shall also at the same time seal u p 
and t r ansmi t to the said clerk a parcel containing all bal lot-papers 
which have been p r in ted or wr i t ten for the said election and not used 
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by the r e tu rn ing officer or d is t r ibuted for use to bis deput ies ; and the 
said clerk shall for thwith give or send to the r e tu rn ing officer a receipt 
under his hand for the said packets and pa rce l s : 

P rov ided tha t the r e tu rn ing officer may, for the purpose of 
ascer ta ining whether p lu ra l vot ing or personat ion has been pract ised, 
re ta in in his possession for a reasonable time, and after notice to the 
candidates and int imat ion t ha t a scrut ineer of each candidate shall be 
entit led to be present , break the seal of parcels containing copies of 
rolls, books, and other p a p e r s sealed up and t r ansmi t t ed to him in pur­
suance of this Act, and shall, af ter such investigation, re-seal the same, 
and forward them as hereinbefore in this section prescribed, and shall 
r epo r t to the Minister the resul t of such investigation. 

1 2 8 . Any ballot-paper, and any copy of a roll, and any book 
pu rpo r t i ng to be taken from any such parcel as aforesaid, and having 
wr i t ten thereon respectively under the hand of the Clerk of the 
Assembly a certificate of the several pa r t i cu la r s hereby requi red to be 
indorsed upon such parcel , and tha t the same was so taken from such 
parcel , shall be evidence in any court or before any Committee of Elec­
t ions and Qualifications t ha t the same was so t aken ; and tha t the same, 
if a ballot-paper, was deposited or t r ansmi t t ed pu r suan t to this Act, 
and, if a roll or book, was kept or used a t the election and booth to 
which such indorsement and wr i t ing r e l a t e ; and every such bal lot-paper 
so certified shall be evidence of a vote given a t such election. 

1 2 9 . Any person who wilfully breaks the seal of, or opens, 
any such sealed parcel or sealed packet as aforesaid, unless by direction 
of some competent court or other t r ibunal author ised in tha t behalf, or 
unless called upon to produce some por t ion of the contents of such 
parcel or packet to some such court or t r ibunal , shall be guil ty of a mis­
demeanour, and be liable to be fined any sum not exceeding one hundred 
pounds, or to be imprisoned for any t e rm not exceeding six months , or 
to be both fined and imprisoned within the aforesaid limits. 

Adjournment of poll. 

1 3 0 . (1)* When the proceedings for tak ing the poll a t any 
election a re in t e r rup ted or obstructed a t any place by any r iot or open 
violence, the r e tu rn ing officer or deputy (as the case may be) shall not 
for such cause finally close the poll, bu t shall ad journ the tak ing of 
the poll a t the polling-place at which such in te r rup t ion or obstruction 
has happened to the following d a y ; and, if necessary, such re tu rn ing 
officer or deputy shall fur ther ad journ such poll from day to day unti l 
such in te r rup t ion or obstruct ion have ceased, when such re tu rn ing 
officer or deputy shall aga in proceed with the tak ing of the poll at the 
place a t which the same may have been so in te r rup ted or obstructed. 
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(2) If the re tu rn ing officer or deputy (as the case may 
be) fails to open the polling a t any booth of a polling-place for one half-
hour after the t ime appointed for the same, or if he becomes incapable 
of per forming his duties from any cause after polling has opened, and 
for a per iod of one half-hour, then in each and every such case the poll 
clerk (if one be p resen t ) or the senior poll clerk (if more t han one be 
presen t ) shall be and is hereby empowered to act as and for such 
re tu rn ing officer or deputy in respect of all ma t t e r s required to be done 
by such r e tu rn ing officer or deputy in respect of such polling. A n d 
such poll clerk so act ing may for thwith appoint a poll clerk to assis t 
him in the conduct of such polling. 

( 3 ) If from any other cause than r iot or open violence 
no polling has been opened at any booth of a polling-place for any dis­
tr ict on the appointed day, the polling a t such booth shall be by the 
r e tu rn ing officer or deputy (as the case may be) adjourned to a day 
not la te r than seven clear days following such appointed d a y ; and the 
r e tu rn ing officer or deputy (as the case may be) shall for thwi th cause 
public notice to be given thereof. 

1 3 1 . Where any poll has been so adjourned by any deputy, 
such deputy shall for thwith give notice thereof to the re tu rn ing officer; 
and in every such case, and also where any polling s tands adjourned 
as in the last-preceding section mentioned, the r e tu rn ing officer shall 
not notify the total number of votes given or finally declare upon which 
candidate the election has fallen until the poll so adjourned has been 
finally closed and the bal lot-papers t r ansmi t t ed to the r e tu rn ing officer. 

132. No adjournment of the proceedings a t any election shall 
be made or extend to the day named as the r e tu rn clay in the wr i t for 
such election, and if the polling has not been completed before the day 
named, the re tu rn ing officer shall for thwith indorse tha t fact upon the 
writ , and shall r e t u r n the same. 

General provisions. 

1 3 3 . No election shall be liable to be questioned by reason 
only of any defect in the title, or any want of title, of the person by or 
before whom such election, or any polling for the same, has been held, 
if such person has been actually appointed to preside, or has been acting 
in the office giving the r ight so to pres ide a t such election. 

1 3 4 . No election shall be void in consequence only of there 
having been no re tu rn ing officer at the t ime of the issue of the wri t , or 
of any delay in the r e t u r n of the w r i t ; and where any accidental or 
unavoidable impediment, misfeasance, or omission has happened, the 
Governor may take all such measures as may be necessary for removing 
such impediment, or rectifying such misfeasance or omission; or may 
by proclamat ion declare any or all of the preceedings at or for any 
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election valid as to and notwi ths tanding such impediment, misfeasance, 
or omission; and every such proclamat ion shall s ta te specifically the 
na tu r e of the impediment, misfeasance, or omission, and shall be forth­
with published in the Gazette. 

1 3 5 . If any re tu rn ing officer or the subst i tute of any r e tu rn ing 
officer, or any deputy re tu rn ing officer, poll clerk, or scrut ineer in the 
discharge of his duties under this Act a t or concerning any election, 
learns , or has the means of learning, for what candidate any person 
votes or has voted a t such election, he shall not by word or act, or any 
other means whatsoever , directly or indirect ly divulge or disclose, or 
aid in divulging or disclosing the same, save in answer to some question 
which he is legally bound to answer, or in compliance with the express 
provis ions of the law re la t ing to elections to the Assembly; and every 
such re tu rn ing officer, subst i tute , deputy, poll clerk, or scrut ineer who 
wilfully violates the provisions of this section shall be guil ty of a mis­
demeanour, and be liable to be fined any sum not exceeding one huudred 
pounds, or to be- imprisoned for any te rm not exceeding six months , or 
to be both fined and imprisoned within such limits. 

1 3 6 . If any re tu rn ing officer, or any person appointed to act 
as such r e tu rn ing officer, or his subst i tute , or deputy re tu rn ing officer, at 
any election, is guil ty of any wilful misfeasance, or wilful or negligent 
act of commission or omission in violation of any of the provisions 
herein contained and not otherwise provided for, he shall, for every 
such offence, be liable to a penal ty of not less than ten nor more than 
two hundred pounds. 

Second ballot. 

1 3 7 . (1) Notwi ths tanding anyth ing in this Act, no candidate 
shall at any election be deemed to be elected for any electoral dis t r ic t 
as the resul t of the ballot taken at the poll hereinbefore provided for 
(hereinaf ter called the first ballot) unless he has received an absolute 
major i ty of votes. 

(2) The expression " absolute major i ty of votes " means 
a number of valid votes g rea t e r than one-half of the number of all the 
valid votes recorded a t the election, including the casting-vote of the 
r e tu rn ing officer when given in accordance with section one hundred 
and twenty-six of this Act. 

1 3 8 . (1) If as the resul t of the first ballot the r e tu rn ing officer 
finds tha t no candidate has received an absolute major i ty of votes, a 
second ballot shall be taken between the candidate who has received the 
highest number of votes and the candidate who has received the next 
highest number of votes. 

(2) The second ballot shall in all cases, and notwith-
standing any equali ty of votes, be taken between two candidates only. 
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( 3 ) If no candidate has received an absolute major i ty of 
votes, but two or more condidates have received the same number of 
votes, and it is necessary for the purposes of a second ballot to deter­
mine the order of precedence of those candidates, the re tu rn ing officer 
shall determine the order of thei r precedence by giving such casting-
vote or votes as m a y be necessary for th is purpose to such of those 
candidates as he thinks fit, and the candidate a t the second ballot shall 
be determined accordingly. 

1 3 9 . (1) Except in the electoral d is t r ic ts mentioned in 
Schedule E igh t hereto, the second ballot shall be taken on the seventh 
day af ter the close of the poll on the first ballot. 

(2) I n the electoral dis t r ic ts mentioned in the said 
Schedule hereto, the second ballot shall be taken on a day to be fixed by 
proclamat ion of the Governor in the Gazette, not being less than four­
teen nor more than twenty-one days af ter the close of the poll on the 
first ballot. 

( 3 ) The electoral dis t r ic ts re fer red to in the said 
Schedule a re the electoral dis t r ic ts as notified by the Electora l Dis­
t r ic ts Commissioners. 

1 4 0 . When the r e tu rn ing officer finds as the resul t of the first 
ballot tha t a second ballot is required in accordance wi th the foregoing 
provisions, he shall thereupon make a public declarat ion to tha t effect 
in the form contained in Schedule Ten hereto, and shall, as soon as 
pract icable thereaf ter , give public notice in such newspaper or news­
pape r s circulat ing in the electoral dis tr ict as he thinks fit of the day on 
which the second ballot is to be taken, and of the names of candidates 
a t tha t ballot. 

1 4 1 . (1) The candidate who at the second ballot receives the 
higher number of votes shall be declared to be elected. 

(2) If at the second ballot the candidates receive an 
equal number of votes, the r e tu rn ing officer shall give his casting-vote 
in favour of one of the candidates , and tha t candidate shall be declared 
to be elected accordingly. 

1 4 2 . F o r the purpose of the second ballot, the r e tu rn ing officer 
shall cause bal lot-papers to be p r in ted in accordance wi th the provi­
sions of section eighty-three of this Act, save tha t those p a p e r s shall 
contain the names of those persons only who are candidates at the 
second ballot. 

1 4 3 . At the second ballot the polling-places appointed for the 
first ballot shall be used. 

1 4 4 . I t shall not be lawful for any candidate a t the second 
ballot to wi thdraw from the election. 

1 4 5 . All the provisions of this Act with respect to the first 
ballot shall apply, with the necessary modifications, to the second ballot. 

1 4 6 . 



146. When in any election a second ballot is requi red to be 
taken by v i r tue of this Act, the t ime for the r e tu rn of the wr i t may, by 
proclamat ion of the Governor in the Gazette, be extended to any day 
within ten days af ter the close of the poll on the second ballot, anyth ing 
to the con t ra ry in this Act or in the tenor of the wr i t notwi ths tanding. 

Bribery, treating, intimidation, Sc. 

147. E v e r y person shall be guil ty of br ibery who— 
(a) directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other person on 

his behalf, gives or lends, or agrees to give or lend, or offers, 
promises , or procures , or promises or endeavours to procure , 
any money or valuable considerat ion to or for any elector or 
any other person on behalf of any elector, in order to induce 
any elector to vote or ref ra in from voting, or knowingly does 
any such act as aforesaid on account of such elector having 
voted or refra ined from vot ing a t any election; 

(b) directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other person on 
his behalf, gives or procures , or agrees to give or procure , 
offers, promises , or promises to procure , or to endeavour to 
procure any office, place, or employment to or for any elector 
or any other person, or who re ta ins or dismisses any elector 
or other person in or from any office, place, or employment in 
order to induce such elector to vote or ref ra in from voting, or 
knowingly does any such act as aforesaid on account of any 
elector having voted or refrained from vot ing at any election; 

(c) directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other person on 
his behalf, makes any such gift, loan, offer, promise, procure­
ment, or agreement as aforesaid to or for any person in o rder 
to induce such person to p rocure or endeavour to p rocure the 
r e t u r n of any person to serve as a member of the Assembly or 
the vote of any elector at any election; 

(d) upon or in consequence of any such gift, loan, offer, promise, 
procurement , or agreement procures or engages, promises , or 
endeavours to procure the r e t u r n of any pe r son to serve as a 
member of the Assembly or the vote of any elector a t any 
election; 

(e) advances or pays , or causes to be advanced or paid, any money 
to or for the use of any other person with the in tent t ha t such 
money or any p a r t thereof shall be expended in br ibery a t any 
election, or who knowingly pays or causes to be pa id any 
money to any person in discharge or repayment of any money 
wholly or in p a r t expended in br ibery a t an election; 

(f) before, dur ing, or af ter any election, direct ly or indirectly, by 
himself or by any other person on his behalf, receives any 
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money or valuable considerat ion on account of any person 
hav ing voted or refra ined from voting, or having induced any 
other person to vote or ref ra in from voting at any election; 

(g) before or dur ing any election, directly or indirectly, by him­
self or by any other person on his behalf, receives, agrees , or 
contracts for any money or valuable consideration, office, 
place, or employment for himself or for any other person for 
vot ing or agreeing to vote, or for ref ra in ing or agreeing to 
ref ra in from voting, or for inducing any other person to vote 
or to refrain from voting a t any election; 

and any person or elector so offending shall be guil ty of a misde­
meanour , and be liable to be fined any sum not exceeding one hundred 
pounds , or to be imprisoned for any t e rm not exceeding six months , or 
to be both fined and imprisoned within such l imi t s ; and shall also be 
incapable of vot ing at such election. 

1 4 8 . F o r the purposes of the last-preceding and three next-
succeeding sections of this Act, the words " candidate at an election " 
and the words " candidate at any election " shall include all persons 
elected to serve in Pa r l i amen t at such election, and all persons nomi­
na ted as candidates at such election, or who on or af ter the day of the 
issuing the wr i t for such election, or after the dissolution or vacancy in 
consequence of which such wri t has been issued, have declared their 
intent ion of becoming candidates a t such election or thei r consent so to 
do. And the words " a t an elect ion," " at any e lect ion," and " dur ing 
any election " shall mean and include the whole period from the day of 
nominat ion up to the day on which the r e tu rn ing officer publishes and 
declares the resul t of such election, both days inclusive. 

1 4 9 . E v e r y candidate a t an election who corrupt ly, by himself 
or by or with any person, or by any other ways or means on his 
behalf, at any t ime either before or dur ing any election, directly or 
.indirectly gives or provides, or causes to be given or provided, or is 
accessory to the giving or providing, or pays or allows any person to 
p a y on his behalf wholly or in p a r t any expenses incurred for any meat, 
drink, enter ta inment , or provisions to or for any person, or horse or 
ca r r i age hire or conveyance for any voter whilst a t such election or 
whilst engaged in coming to or r e tu rn ing from such election, in order 
to ensure or forward his election, or for the purpose of corrupt ly 
influencing such person or any other person to give or refra in from 
giving his vote at such election, or on account of such person having 
voted or refrained from voting, or being about to vote or refrain from 
voting at such election, shall be deemed guil ty of the offence of t r e a t i n g ; 
and every elector who corrupt ly accepts or takes any meat , drink, 
refreshment , or provision, horse or carr iage hi re or conveyance, so pa id 
for, given, or provided shall be incapable of voting a t such election. 
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1 5 0 . Any person who is guil ty of the offence of t r ea t ing as 
defined in the last-preceding section, or who gives or causes to be given 
to any elector dur ing any election on account of such elector having 
voted or being about to vote, any meat , drink, or en ter ta inment by way 
of refreshment , or any money or ticket to enable such elector to obtain 
refreshment , shall be liable to be fined any sum not exceeding one 
hundred pounds, or to be imprisoned for any t e r m not exceeding six 
months , or to be both fined and imprisoned within such limits, and shall 
also be incapable of vot ing a t such election. 

1 5 1 . E v e r y person who directly or indirectly, by himself or by 
any other person on his behalf, makes use of or th rea tens to make use of 
any force, violence, or res t ra in t , or inflicts or th rea tens the infliction by 
himself or by or th rough any other person of any injury, damage, ha rm, 
or loss, or in any other manner prac t i ses int imidat ion upon or agains t 
any person in order to induce or compel such person to vote or ref ra in 
from voting, or on account of such person having voted or refra ined 
from vot ing a t any election, or who by abduction, duress, or any 
f raudulent device or contrivance impedes, prevents , or otherwise inter­
feres with the free exercise of the franchise by any elector, or thereby 
compels or induces or prevai ls upon any elector ei ther to give or ref ra in 
from giving his vote a t any election, shall be guil ty of a misdemeanour , 
and be liable to the respective punishments provided by the next pre­
ceding section. 

1 5 2 . No action, suit, or other proceeding whatsoever shall be 
brought or main ta ined whereby to charge any person upon any contract 
or agreement for the loan of money, or the doing of any work or service, 
or the supply of any goods for or towards or concerning, or in ca r ry ing 
on, or prosecut ing any election of a member under this Ac t : Prov ided 
tha t this section shall not apply to contracts , agreements , or payments 
by officers or o thers appointed by or under this Act in ca r ry ing out the 
several ma t t e r s or th ings there in or thereby author ised and required. 

1 5 3 . If any candidate a t any election for any distr ict is de­
clared by any Committee of Elections and Qualifications to be guil ty of 
bribery, t rea t ing, or undue influence at any election, such candidate 
shall be incapable of being elected or s i t t ing as a member for any 
distr ict until the following general election. 

1 5 4 . Any person who makes or is concerned in any wager, bet, 
or other r isk of any n a t u r e whatsoever upon the resul t of any election, 
shall, for every such offence, be liable to a penal ty not being less than 
five pounds nor exceeding fifty p o u n d s ; and every such wager , bet, or 
other r isk shall be and is hereby declared an illegal act. 

PART 



P A R T VI 

COMMITTEE OF ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS—ELECTION PETITIONS. 

1 5 5 . (1) I n the first session of every Assembly, and within 
seven days af ter the election of a Speaker, and in every subsequent 
session within seven days af ter the commencement thereof, or in ei ther 
case a t any la ter period with the leave of the Assembly, the Speaker 
shall, by w a r r a n t under his hand, appoint nine members of the 
Assembly, agains t whose r e tu rn no pet i t ion is then pending, and none 
of whom is a p a r t y to any pet i t ion complaining of any election or 
re tu rn , to be members of " The Committee of Elections and Qualifica­
t ions " (hereinaf ter te rmed " the committee " ) . 

(2) E v e r y such w a r r a n t shall be laid on the table of the 
Assembly, and, if not d isapproved by the Assembly upon motion (with­
out notice) in the course of the three next following days on which the 
Assembly meets for the despatch of business, shall take effect as an 
appoin tment of such committee. 

( 3 ) E v e r y member who becomes a p a r t y to any peti t ion 
complaining of an undue election or re turn , or respect ing whose re turn , 
qualification, or disqualification an inquiry is pending, shall, for the 
time, be disqualified to serve on such committee. 

156. If the Assembly d isapproves of any such wa r r an t , the 
Speaker shall, on or before the th i rd day on which the Assembly meets 
after such d isapproval , lay upon the table of the Assembly a new 
w a r r a n t for the appoin tment of nine members , qualified as aforesaid, 
and so from time to t ime unti l nine members have been appointed by a 
w a r r a n t not d isapproved by the Assembly: 

Provided tha t the d isapproval of any w a r r a n t may be ei ther 
general in respect of the consti tut ion of the whole committee, or special 
in respect of any par t i cu la r member named in the war ran t , and tha t 
the Speaker may, if he think fit, name in the second or any subsequent 
w a r r a n t any of the members named in any former w a r r a n t whose 
appoin tment has not been so specially d isapproved of. 

1 5 7 . After the appointment of the committee, every member 
appointed shall continue to be a member thereof unti l the end of the 
then cur ren t session, or unti l he cease to be a member of the Assembly, 
or unless and unti l the committee r epor t tha t he is disabled by con­
t inued illness from a t tending the committee, or unt i l the committee 
r epor t tha t he has failed to a t tend four consecutive meet ings without 
the leave of the committee, or unt i l the committee be dissolved as herein­
af ter provided, or unti l he res ign his appointment (which he may do by 
le t te r to the Speaker , bu t which res ignat ion shall not take effect unti l 
the appoin tment of another member in his p lace) . 

1 5 8 . 



1 5 8 . (1) If the cha i rman or any two members of the com­
mit tee a t any t ime r epo r t t ha t by reason of the continued absence of 
more than four of i ts members , or by reason of irreconcilable difference 
of opinion, the committee a re unable to proceed sat isfactori ly in the 
d ischarge of thei r duties , and if such repor t be adopted by the Assembly 
wi th or without notice, or if the Assembly resolve t ha t the committee be 
dissolved, the same shall be for thwith dissolved, and every reappoint­
ment of the committee af ter the dissolution thereof, a s well as every 
appoin tment to supply a vacancy in the committee by res ignat ion or 
otherwise, shall be made by the Speaker by w a r r a n t under his h a n d 
laid upon the table of the Assembly on or before the th i rd day on which 
the Assembly meets af ter the dissolution of the committee, or notifica­
t ion of the vacancy made to the Speaker , as the case may be. 

( 2 ) Such w a r r a n t shall be subject to the disapproval of 
the Assembly in like manne r as is hereinbefore provided in the case of 
t he appoin tment of the first committee. 

(3) Upon any reappoin tment of the said committee, the 
Speaker may reappoin t any of the members of the former committee 
who a re then not disqualified to serve thereon. 

( 4 ) E v e r y such new committee or new member shall 
have power to take up and continue the business pend ing a t the t ime of 
the dissolution or vacancy as aforesaid in the same m a n n e r as might 
have been done by the committee as previous ly consti tuted and 
composed. 

1 5 9 . (1) The Speaker shall appoint the t ime and place of the 
first meet ing of the committee, and the committee; shall meet a t the t ime 
and place so appo in ted ; but no member shall act upon the committee 
unt i l he has been sworn a t the table of the ' Assembly by the clerk, well 
a n d t ru ly to t r y and determine the m a t t e r of any pet i t ion or o ther 
quest ion refer red to the committee, and a t r u e judgment to give accord­
ing to the evidence, and t ru ly and faithfully to pe r fo rm the duties 
appe r t a in ing to a member of the commit tee to the best of his judgment 
and abili ty without fear or favour. 

( 2 ) The committee shall no t be competent to t r ansac t 
any business unless at least five members a r e p resen t together . 

1 6 0 . (1) The committee shall have power to adjourn their 
s i t t ings from t ime to t ime as they shall think p rope r , provided tha t the 
in te rva l of ad journment shall not in any ins tance exceed seven days , 
unless by leave first obtained from the Assembly upon motion (without 
notice) and special cause assigned for such adjournment . And in 
case five members have not met together wi th in one hou r of the time 
appoin ted for an original or adjourned meet ing , it shall be competent 
to the members p resen t to ad journ wi thin the l imits and subject to the 
res t r ic t ions aforesaid. . , , 
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(2) The committee shall select thei r own chai rman from 
time to time, and shall have power to regula te the form and manner of 
their own proceedings. 

(3) Such proceedings shall be conducted openly, except 
when the committee think it necessary to deliberate among themselves 
before or af ter hear ing evidence and a rgument if offered; and all ques­
t ions before the committee shall be decided by a major i ty of voices, 
and whenever the voices a r e equal the chai rman shall have a second or 
cast ing voice, and no member of the committee shall re f ra in from voting 
on any question on which the committee may divide. 

( 4 ) The committee shall be a t tended by one of the clerks 
of the Assembly, and such clerk shall make a minute of all proceedings 
of the committee, in such form and manner as shall be from t ime to 
t ime directed by the committee, and a copy of the minutes so kept shall 
be laid from time to t ime before the Assembly. 

1 6 1 . (1) The committee shall have power to inquire into and 
determine upon all election pet i t ions and upon all questions which may 
be refer red to them by the Assembly respect ing the val idi ty of any 
election or r e tu rn of any member to serve in the Assembly, whether the 
dispute re la t ing to such election or r e tu rn ar ise out of an e r ro r in the 
r e t u r n of the r e tu rn ing officer or out of the allegation of br ibery or 
corrupt ion aga ins t any person concerned in any election, or out of any 
other al legations calculated to affect the val idi ty of such election or 
re tu rn , and also upon all questions concerning the qualification or dis­
qualification of any person who has been re tu rned as a member of the 
Assembly. 

(2) I n the t r ia l of any such questions the committee shall 
be guided by the real just ice and good conscience of the case, without 
r e g a r d to legal forms and solemnities, and shall direct themselves by 
the best evidence they can procure , or which is laid before them, whether 
the same be such evidence as the law would requi re or admit in other 
cases or no t : 

Provided tha t the committee may receive or reject as they may 
deem fit any evidence tendered to them. 

1 6 2 . (1) The committee shall determine finally on all ques­
t ions re fe r red to them, and if they determine and repor t to the Assembly 
t ha t a person was not duly elected who was re tu rned as elected by the 
r e tu rn ing officer, the person so declared not to be duly elected shall 
cease to be a member of the Assembly, and if they determine and repor t 
any person to have been duly elected who was not re tu rned by the 
r e tu rn ing officer, the person so declared shall be sworn a member of the 
Assembly, and take his seat accordingly; and if the said committee 
declare any election to have been wholly void, or declare any si t t ing 
member to be unqualified or disqualified, the Speaker may issue a new 
writ for the holding of another election, and the person thereaf ter 
elected and duly re tu rned shall be the member for the electoral dis tr ict 
concerned. (2) 



(2) If the committee come to any resolution other t han 
the de terminat ion above mentioned, they shall, if they think proper , 
r epor t the same to the Assembly for i ts opinion a t the same time tha t 
they inform the Assembly of such determinat ion, and the Assembly 
may confirm or disagree with such resolution and make such order 
thereon as seems proper . 

Election petitions. 

1 6 3 . (1) E v e r y pet i t ion complaining of the undue election or 
r e tu rn of a member to serve in the Assembly, or complaining tha t no 
re tu rn has been made according to the requisi t ion of the wr i t issued 
for the election of a member to serve in the Assembly, or complaining 
of any special m a t t e r contained in any such re turn , shall be subscribed 
by some person who voted or had a r ight to vote a t the election to 
which the same rela tes , or by some person claiming to have had a r igh t 
to be r e tu rned or elected thereat , or alleging himself to have been a 
candidate at the election, and shall, in the case of a general election, 
be addressed to the Governor, and in the case of a by-election to the 
Speaker , and shall be presented to the Governor or Speaker within 
eight weeks af ter the day of the r e tu rn of the wri t to which such 
pet i t ion relates . 

(2) E v e r y such pet i t ion shall be for thwith notified in the 
Gazette, and shall, as soon as conveniently may be af ter such presenta­
tion, be laid by the Governor or the Speaker before the Assembly, and 
shall by the Assembly be referred to the committee either for thwith or 
as soon as the committee has been duly appointed and confirmed. 

1 6 4 . I t shall be competent to the Assembly upon any pet i t ion 
subscribed as aforesaid and presented to the Speaker to refer such 
pet i t ion and the question thereby ra ised to the committee, and the 
Assembly shall also have power upon the like pet i t ion to refer to the 
committee all questions respect ing br ibery or corrupt ion alleged to 
have been committed at any election a t any t ime within twelve months 
af ter such election, no twi ths tanding tha t the period in ei ther of the 
above cases has elapsed for a pet i t ion agains t the election or the 
r e t u r n thereof according to the provis ions hereinbefore in tha t behalf 
contained. 

1 6 5 . Before presen t ing any such pet i t ion as aforesaid to the 
Governor or Speaker , the person by whom the same is subscribed shall 
p a y into one of the banks regula ted by law within New South Wales 
or into a branch thereof a sum of fifty pounds to the credit of the 
Speaker in relat ion to the said peti t ion, which sum shall be payable 
towards the costs of the pet i t ion as here inaf ter regulated, and shall be 
liable to be wi thdrawn upon the order of the Speaker ei ther for the 
purpose of such payment or for the purpose of res tor ing the same to 
the pet i t ioner wholly or in par t , as the case may require . 

1 6 6 . 



166. E v e r y such pet i t ion shall have annexed thereto a bank 
deposit receipt for the sum of fifty pounds so deposited and shall 
contain a recital of the fact and par t i cu la rs of such deposit . And any 
pet i t ioner who wilfully annexes to any such pet i t ion a false receipt or 
who wilfully makes in any such pet i t ion any false recital shall be 
deemed guil ty of forgery, and be liable to be punished therefor . 

1 6 7 . All persons subscribing any such pet i t ion shall be deemed 
to be pa r t i e s to the reference, and the s i t t ing member to whose election 
any such pet i t ion relates, or any person who voted, or who had a r ight 
to vote therea t , or any person complained against in any such peti t ion, 
may, within four weeks af ter p resen ta t ion thereof, by notice in wr i t ing 
to the Speaker , be admit ted as a p a r t y to suppor t or to oppose the 
same, or to defend the r e tu rn of the si t t ing member, as the case may 
be, and every person so admit ted shall be deemed to be a p a r t y to the 
reference. 

1 6 3 . The par t i es to any such reference may, a t any t ime after 
p resen ta t ion of the pet i t ion so referred, jointly or severally wi thdraw 
their suppor t or opposition, as the case may be, by wr i t ten notice to 
tha t effect under their hands, or under the hand of thei r agent, to the 
Speaker , and also to the si t t ing member whose election or r e tu rn has 
been complained of, or his agent, and also to the adverse pa r t i e s or 
thei r agent , and in all such cases the par t i es so wi thdrawing shall be 
liable to the payment of all such costs and expenses incurred by any of 
the adverse par t i es , as the committee in its discretion deems reasonable 
and jus t . 

1 6 9 . It shall be lawful for the committee to determine and 
repor t to the Assembly upon all pet i t ions so referred, and in all cases 
to award payment of such costs or expenses incurred by any of the 
par t ies , as the committee in i ts discretion deems reasonable and jus t , 
and to name the par t i es in each case liable for such payments , and the 
par t i es (if any) to whom such payments a re to be made. 

1 7 0 . Whenever no adverse par t i es have been admit ted as 
aforesaid, and i t appea r s to the committee tha t the s i t t ing member 
whose election has been complained of, or his author ised agent, has been 
guil ty of vexat ious or corrupt conduct in respect of the election to which 
the pet i t ion relates , such member shall be liable for the payment of all 
such costs and expenses incurred by any of the par t i es suppor t ing the 
pet i t ion as the committee in i ts discretion deems reasonable and jus t . 

1 7 1 . Whenever i t appea r s to the committee tha t a pet i t ion so 
refer red to them was frivolous or vexatious, or. a l together groundless, 
or not sufficiently sustained by evidence, the committee may impose 
upon any of the pa r t i e s suppor t ing the pet i t ion such penal ty (not 
exceeding fifty pounds) as the committee in its discretion deems reason­
able and just, and such penalty shall be paid by any such parties named 
by the committee to the Clerk of the Assembly, and may be recovered 
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by the said clerk in the same manne r as all costs and expenses awarded 
by the committee a r e hereinaf ter directed to be recovered. And the 
money so recovered shall, a f ter deducting costs and expenses necessary 
for the recovery thereof, be paid to the Treasure r , and form p a r t of the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund . 

1 7 2 . The said committee shall, upon applicat ion made to 
them, deliver to any witnesses summoned before the committee, or to 
any other person entit led under the provisions of this Act to costs and 
expenses, or to the Clerk of the Assembly, in case any penal ty has been 
awarded, a certificate thereof, signed by the chai rman of the committee, 
express ing the amount of the costs and expenses allowed, or of the 
penal ty awarded, wi th the name of the p a r t y liable to pay the same, and 
the name of the p a r t y entit led to receive the same, and such certificate 
shall be conclusive evidence for all purposes whatever , as well of the 
amount of the demand as of the t i t le of the p a r t y there in named in t ha t 
behalf to recover the same from the p a r t y therein s ta ted to be liable to 
the payment thereof. 

1 7 3 . (1) The Speaker may, by order under his hand, direct 
the payment of the said sum of fifty pounds deposited according to the 
provisions hereinbefore contained, or a sufficient port ion or propor­
t ionate p a r t thereof, to any p a r t y who, by such certificate, appea r s to be 
entit led to recover costs and expenses or any penal ty as against the 
person by whom such deposit was made. 

(2) The p a r t y entit led to any such costs, expenses, or 
penal ty under such certificate may recover the same, or so much thereof 
as shall not be pa id out of any deposit from the p a r t y liable to pay 
the same. 

( 3 ) If the p a r t y liable to pay such costs, expenses, or 
penal ty does not, upon demand being made, within seven days there­
af ter p a y the same, the Speaker shall, by w a r r a n t under his hand 
directed to the sheriff, command the sheriff to levy for the amount 
named in such w a r r a n t upon the lands, goods, and chattels of the p a r t y 
liable to pay the same ; and thereupon the sheriff shall for thwith levy for 
the said amount , and when the same is recovered, pay over the same to 
the p a r t y enti t led there to . 

(4) Any person from whom the amount of such costs, 
expenses, or penal ty has been recovered, or who has pa id the same on 
demand hereof, shall be enti t led to recover in any court from the other 
persons (if such there be) who a re liable to the payment of the same a 
p ropor t iona te share thereof according to the number of persons so 
liable, and according to the extent of the liability of each person. 

(5) I n every case in which the committee finally deter­
mines and r epor t s to the Assembly upon any such pet i t ion without 
making any a w a r d as to costs or expenses, or imposing any penalty, the 
Speaker shall, upon demand of the depositor, r e tu rn to him, or his agent, 
the said sum of fifty pounds . 1 7 4 , 



1 7 4 . (1) The committee shall have power to direct the at ten­
dance of witnesses, and to examine them upon oath (which oath it shall 
be competent for any member of the said committee to admin i s t e r ) , and 
also to send for and examine pape r s , records , and other documentary 
evidence, and it shall be competent to the committee if they think fit to 
receive affidavits relat ive to any of the m a t t e r s re fe r red to them taken 
before any just ice of the peace (which affidavits such just ice of the 
peace is hereby author ised to t ake ) . 

(2) If any person summoned by the committee disobeys 
such summons, or refuses or neglects to produce any pape r s , records, 
or other documentary evidence re la t ing to or affecting the m a t t e r under 
invest igat ion which have been sent for by the committee, or refuses to 
submit himself to examination, or gives false evidence, or p revar ica tes 
or otherwise misconducts himself in giving or refusing to give evidence, 
he shall be deemed guil ty of a misdemeanour , and be liable accordingly. 

( 3 ) Any person wilfully or knowingly giving false 
evidence before the committee, or a quorum thereof, or in any such affi­
davit , shall be deemed guil ty of wilful and cor rupt per jury , and be liable 
to be punished the re for : Prov ided tha t in any case where a witness, if 
examined before the Supreme Court , would be pe rmi t t ed to make a 
solemn declarat ion, or to give evidence in any other way than upon oath, 
a witness summoned under this Act shall be allowed to give evidence in 
like manner by declarat ion or otherwise. 

175. Nothing in this Act shall affect the r ight of a person to 
present an election pet i t ion in respect of any first ballot, or the powers 
of the Committee of Elections and Qualifications in respect of any such 
pe t i t ion ; and the provis ions of this P a r t of this Act shall, wi th the 
necessary modifications, extend and apply to every second ballot, as in 
the case of a first ballot. 

P A R T V I I . 

MISCELLANEOUS PBOVISIONS, PENALTIES, &C. 

1 7 6 . (1) The Governor may make regulat ions for car ry ing 
the provisions of this Act into full effect; and all such regulat ions, in so 
fa r as they a re not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, shall, on 
being published in the Gazette, have the full force of law, and shall be 
laid before both Houses of Pa r l i amen t within fourteen days after such 
publication if Pa r l i amen t be then sit t ing, and if not, then within fourteen 
days after the commencement of the next ensuing session. 
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( 2 ) The Governor may, in such regulat ions, provide for 
any proceeding, mat te r , or th ing for which express provision has not 
been herein made, in order to give due effect to the intent and meaning 
of the provisions of this Act. 

(3) W h e r e any a l tera t ion of a form in the Schedules is 
found necessary, or where it is found tha t the t ime allowed to do any 
act is clearly insufficient, and an a l tera t ion or extension of such t ime 
and any a l te ra t ion of dates consequent thereon is shown to be necessary, 
the Governor may, by regulat ion or notification in the Gazette, declare 
t ha t such a l te ra t ion shall be made, and thereupon the same shall be 
made and take effect accordingly. 

1 7 7 . E v e r y person who knowingly places, or is pr ivy to the 
placing, in a ballot-box any bal lot-paper which has not been lawfully 
issued to an elector, and been marked, filled up, or otherwise dealt wi th 
by him as by this Act required, and any elector who places in the ballot-
box any p a p e r other than the bal lot-paper issued to him for tha t purpose , 
shall be guil ty of a misdemeanour , and be liable to be imprisoned for 
any t e rm not exceeding one year . 

1 7 8 . If any person, being a t the t ime a member of the police 
force, takes any p a r t in any election (except by recording his vote) or 
seeks to influence in any manner any elector in giving his vote for any 
candidate , such person shall incur a penal ty of not less than ten pounds 
nor more than one hundred pounds. 

1 7 9 . The Governor may, from time to t ime by w a r r a n t under 
his hand addressed to the Colonial Treasure r , author ise and direct t ha t 
all such moneys as a re from t ime to time required for pay ing any 
expenses lawfully incurred unde r and in the execution of the provisions 
of this Act be paid out of the consolidated revenue, and the same shall 
be so pa id accordingly. 

1 8 0 . If in the opinion of the Minister any reg i s t ra r , or deputy-
reg i s t ra r , or other officer, has been guil ty of any negligent act of com­
mission or omission, con t ra ry to the provisions of th is Act, the Minister 
may, by wr i t ing under his hand, af ter calling upon any such officer to 
furnish any explanat ion he may think fit, personal ly or in wri t ing, and 
af ter considering such explanat ion, order tha t the whole or any por t ion 
of the sa la ry payable to such officer under the au thor i ty of this Act 
dur ing the yea r then cur rent shall be forfeited. 

1 8 1 . If any reg is t ra r , or other officer or person, or any mem­
ber of the police force, is gui l ty of any wilful misfeasance, or wilful or 
grossly negligent act of commission or omission in contravent ion of the 
provis ions of this Act, he shall be liable to a pena l ty of not more than 
fifty pounds, nor less than five pounds , or, at the discret ion of the court, 
to be imprisoned for any period not exceeding three months, 
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1 8 2 . ( 1 ) The Colonial Secretary may make rules and regula­
tions as to the days, hours, and places on and at which any registrar or 
deputy-registrar shall attend at his office or offices for the purposes of 
this Act, and as to what shall be deemed a reasonable price or payment 
for any rolls or other matters regarding which it is hereinbefore pro­
vided that a reasonable price be paid for the same. 

(2) Where any accidental or unavoidable impediment, 
misfeasance, or omission has happened in the preparation or transmis­
sion or printing of any roll, of what kind soever, the Governor may take 
all such measures as may be necessary for removing such impediment 
or rectifying such misfeasance or omission. 

1 8 3 . Every penalty, fine, forfeiture, or sum of money recover­
able or payable, pursuant to the provisions of this Act, may be recovered 
before, and every offence against or violation or breach of the provi­
sions of this Act, or of any regulation made thereunder (not being a 
felony or misdemeanour) shall be heard and determined by and before a 
stipendiary or police magistrate having jurisdiction within the district 
or at the place where the proceedings are taken, in a summary manner 
according to the provisions of the Act or Acts for the time being 
regulating proceedings before justices. 

1 8 4 . No person shall be liable to any penalty, forfeiture, or 
punishment imposed under this Act, unless the prosecution for the 
offence committed is commenced against such person within the space 
of six months next after such offence has been committed. And pro­
ceedings for or in respect of any offence under this Act may be taken 
by any member of the police force, or by any person whomsoever, save 
where by this Act in any particular case some other person is charged 
with the duty of taking such proceedings. 

1 8 5 . All moneys received by any officer under the provisions 
of this Act shall be paid to the Colonial Treasurer, and shall be deemed 
to bo received on account of the Consolidated Revenue Fund. 

1 8 6 . Whenever any day or date provided or appointed by or 
under this Act for any purpose falls on a Sunday, or Good Friday, or 
Christmas Day, then such provision and appointment shall take effect 
as for the day following; and all further changes of time rendered 
necessary by any such alteration may lawfully be made. 
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P A R T V I I I . 

AMENDMENTS OF CONSTITUTION ACT, 1902. 

1 8 7 . Section twenty-seven of the Constitution Act, 1902 , is 
amended by adding the following paragraph, to stand as paragraph 
( c ) : -

" Any member of the Legislative Assembly who accepts any of the 
offices enumerated in the Second Schedule hereto, or any office 
of profit under the Crown created by Act of Parliament as an 
office of the Executive Government." 

1 8 8 . Section twenty-eight of the Constitution Act, 1902 , is 
amended by adding the following proviso:— 

' ' Provided that in the case of every member elected after the first 
day of May, one thousand nine hundred and seven, such allowance shall 
be reckoned from the day of his election." 

S C H E D U L E S . 

SCHEDULE ONE. 

No. of Act. Name of Act. Extent of repeal. 

No. 73, 1900 
No. 33, 1902 

No. 54, 1902 
No. 1, 1903 

No. 13, 1903 

No. 1, 1904 
No. 41, 1906 
No. 18, 1910 

No. 9, 1911 

Federal Elections Act, 1900 
Parliamentary Electorates and Elections 

Act, 1902. 
Women's Franchise Act, 1902. 
Parliamentary Elections (Amendment) Act, 

1902. 
Reduction of Members Referendum Act, 

1903. 
Electorates Redistribution Act, 1904 
Parliamentary Elections Act, 1906 
Parliamentary Elections (Second Ballot) 
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SCHEDULE 



SCHEDULE TWO. 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTORATES AND ELECTIONS ACT, 1912. 

List of persons objected to. 
The following persons have been objected to as not being entitled to have their 

names retained on the electoral list for the district of [here insert name of district and 
polling-place], and the objections will be heard at a revision court to be held at [here state 
place], on the day of , 19 , at o'clock in the noon. 

Number on list. Surname of elector. Christian name of each elector at full length. 

(Signed) 
Registrar. 

SCHEDULE T H R E E . 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTORATES AND ELECTIONS ACT, 1912. 

State electoral roll. 
District of [here insert name of electoral district.] 
Roll of electors who vote at [here insert name of polling-place] Polling-place. 

Surname of Christian name 
No. each of each elector Sex. Residence. Occupation 

elector. at full length. 

The sex may be indicated by letter, viz., " M " for male, and " F " for female. 

SCHEDULE FOUR. 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTORATES AND ELECTIONS ACT, 1912. 

Ballot-paper. 
NEW SOUTH WALES. 

Electoral district of [here insert name of district]. 
Election of Member of the Legislative Assembly. 

CANDIDATES. 

Brookman, John 

Crane, Joseph 

French, Charles 

King, William 

Wilson, Henry 

N.B.—Indicate your vote by making a cross in the square opposite the name of the candidate 
for whom you vote. 

SCHEDULE 



SCHEDULE FIVE. 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTORATES AND ELECTIONS ACT, 1912. 

Electoral claim. 
District [here insert name of electoral district]. 

Surname— 
Christian name at full length— 
Sex — 
Place of residence— 
Occupation— 

I claim to have my name placed on the electoral roll for the above district to 
vote at [here insert name of polling-place]. 

1. I am a [here insert natural-born or naturalised as the case may be] subjeet of 
the King. 

2. I am not under the age of twenty-one years. 
I have resided or had my principal place of abode immediately prior to the 

date of this claim— 

For six months in the Commonwealth of Australia; and for threo months in New 
South Wales ; and for one month in the electoral district above-mentioned. 

In the case of a naturalised subject add, " any such residence was after my 
naturalisation." 

4. My name is not, to the best of my knowledge, on the electoral roll for any 
district. 

Dated the day of 19. 
(Usual signature.) 

NOTE.—The claimant making any wilfully false statement in the above declaration shall be 
liable to six months' imprisonment. 

I [here insert name in full], an elector enrolled for the electoral district of 
[here insert name of district], certify that I have seen the abovenamed claimant sign the 
above claim. 

Witness to signature of claimant— 
Occupation and address of witness— 

Received the day of 19 . 

Registrar (or Deputy Registrar). 

SCHEDULE SIX. 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTORATES AND ELECTIONS ACT, 1912. 

Application to transfer. 
Surname— 
Christian name at full length— 
S e x -
Present place of residence— 
Occupation— 

formerly residing at [here insert place'] and registered to vote at [here insert name of 
polling-place] polling-place, in the electoral district of [here inssrt name of district] 

having 



Laving bond fide changed my residence, and being now resident within the electoral 
district of [here insert name of district] for not less than one month, do hereby claim to 
have my name transferred to the electoral roll for the last-mentioned district to vote at 
[here insert name of polling-place] polling-place. 

Dated this day of , 19 . 
(Usual Signature.) 

NOTE. —The applicant making any wilfully false statement in the above declaration shall be 
liable to six months' imprisonment. 

T, [here insert name in full], an elector enrolled for the district of [here insert name 
of district], certify that I have seen the abovenamed applicant sign the above application. 

Witness to signature of applicant— 
Occupation and address of witness— 

Received the day of 19 . 
Registrar (or Deputy Registrar). 

SCHEDULE SEVEN. 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTORATES AND ELECTIONS ACT, 1912. 

Notice of objection. 
I object to the name of [here insert the name, residence, and occupation of person 

objected to, as in the list or roll, as the case may be] being retained on the electoral list or 
roll (as the case may be) for the district of [here insert name of district and polling-placej 
on the ground that [here state grounds of objection.] 

Dated this day of 1 9 . 

(Signed) A.B., of [here slate residence and occupation of objector]. 

SCHEDULE EIGHT. 

Albury Clyde, The Hawkesbury, The Richmond, The 
Allowrie Cobar Lachlan, The Rous 
Armidale Cootamundra Liverpool Plains Sherhrooke 
Ashburnham Corowa Macquarie, The Singleton 
Bathurwt Darling, The Monaro Sturt 
Bega Deniliquin Mudgee Taniworth 
Belubula Durham Murray, The Tenterfield 
Bingara Gloucester Murrumbidgee, The Upper Hunter, The 
Blayney Gough Namoi, The Wollondilly 
Burrangong Goulburn Northumberland Wollongong 
Camden Gwydir, The Orange Wynyard 
Castlereagh, The Hartley Queanbeyan Yass 
Clarence, The Hastings and Macleay Raleigh 

SCHEDULE 



SCHEDULE NINE. 

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTORATES AND ELECTIONS ACT, 1912. 

Form of declaration to be signed by a voter before voting at any polling-place for the same 
district other than the polling-place for which he is enrolled. 

Polling-place. 
I declare that I am the person whose name appears in the polling-place roll for the 

electoral district of [here insert name of district], as set out opposite my signature, and 
that I have not voted either here or at any other polling-place at this election; and I 
promise that if I am permitted to vote here, I will not vote at this election at any other 
polling-place. 

Declared before me, the day of 19 . 

Presiding Officer— 

Signature of Elector. Place of Residence. No. on Roll. Polling-place. 

• 

1  

SCHEDULE TEN. 

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTORATES AND ELECTIONS ACT, 1912. 

Declaration of result of poll and notification of second ballot. 

I, A.B., returning officer of the electoral district of , do hereby 
declare the result of the poll taken on the day of , 19 , for the 
election of a member of the Legislative Assembly for the said district to be as follows :— 

Candidates Votes polled 

Total number of votes polled 

Absolute majority required 

Number of votes rejected as informal ... 

And I further declare that, as no candidate has received an absolute majority of votes, a 
second ballot will be taken. 

(Signed) 
Returning Officer. 

SCHEDULE 



SCHEDULE ELEVEN. 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTORATES AND ELECTIONS ACT, 1912. 

Absent voter's form of declaration. 

I declare that I am the person enrolled as— 

Surname. Christian Names at full P l a c e of Living. Occupation. 

on the electoral roll for the Electoral District of 5 

and that I have not voted at either this or any other polling-place at the Parliamentary 
election being held this day, and I declare that if I am permitted to vote at this 
polling-place I will not vote elsewhere at this election. 

[Signature of Elector) 

Declared before me this day of , 19 , 
at polling-place. 

Returning (or Deputy Returning) Officer— 

SCHEDULE TWELVE. 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTORATES AND ELECTIONS ACT, 1912. 

Absent voter's ballot-paper. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

Electoral district of [here insert name of district]. 

Election of member of the Legislative Assembly. 

X Insert name of candidate for whom the elector votes. 


